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From the Editor 


This has been one of the most difficult 
issues of Times .10 to ever produce. 
Each and every person involved with 
this publication is a volunteer. This 
seems to elude many people and they 
somehow think that there is a great big 
corporation that sponsors Times .10 
magazine. Just to put the record 
straight (no pun intended), there is NO 
large corporation funding this 
magazine. What you have been 
hearing is a plain and simple load of 
bullshit! Does that get the point across 
to the simplest of minds that rummage 
through our community? You know 
the ones who talk the most but have 
absolutely NOTHING to say. The ones 
who intentionally attempt to pull 
advertising out of this magazine by 
telling great and wondrous lies. Every 
advertiser and subscriber to this 
magazine count when it comes to time 
to pay the printer. So, here are a few 
simple truths to spread around instead 
of making up lies and innuendo. Times 
.10 reaches out to over 20,000 people 
around our city. We are a non-profit 
society that has yet to make any profit. 
All articles and*stories for Times .10 
are written without any financial 
compensation. Volunteer hours are 
countless! 


We started Times .10 to give every 
community group the opportunity to let 
everyone know when and where events 
take place. In this way people could 
find companionship and friendship 
within our community. There are many 


wonderful groups throughout our community 
who spend countless hours preparing events 
for others to enjoy. What is any community if 
the volunteers suddenly stopped doing the 
good work they always do without 
compensation or credit. Every group is 
welcome to send their articles, stories, and 
group profiles to this magazine. We will do our 
very best to print each of them. Please 
remember, that we are so terribly human, and 
we volunteer our time. We know that we will 
not be able to please all of the people, all of the 
time. 


Lastly, and by far not the least of concerns, 
was that of helping to spread good, truthful 
information about HIV and AIDS. It is, and 
always will be, the mandate of Times .10 to 
pass on as much information and resources 
on this subject as possible. Short of a miracle, 
AIDS is not going to go away in our lifetime. 
The flow of information could easily fill a 
magazine of this type every week. In an 
attempt to keep the information general, yet 
significant, we reprint material that is readable 
by the general public. We know that AIDS is 
not a gay disease, but, we know that many of 
our gay friends have passed away since this 
dreadful virus first appeared. We also know 
that many will leave us in the years to come. 
It was once said, if there was more education 
and less talk that the numbers of HIV cases 
would have been much lower. Times .10 will 
continue to help in this cause by giving you the 
best material to read possible. We will also 
give you resource material via books and 
literature available. Do yourself and your loved 
ones a favour.... Read on and live!! 


Times .10 is published six times a year by the Times .10 Publications Society, Box 932, Edmonton, Alberta T9J 2L8, (403) 431-133 30r Fax (403) 
488-6927. The views and opinions Found in this publication are not necessarily those of the Society or the Advertisers. 


Study queries claims that HIV 
does not cause AIDS: London 
(Reuters) - Doctors researching 
the links between hemophilia 
and AIDS said Friday they had 
cast further doubts on renegade 
assertions that the HIV virus does 
not cause the fatal syndrome. 


A few doctors, dubbed rebels 
by the orthodox medical and 
science community, say HIV 
does not cause AIDS and may 
simply be a benign “passenger” 
virus. Some theories say that 
hemophiliacs, at high risk of HIV 
from contaminated blood 
products, actually developed 
AIDS from some of the drugs 
they get to make their blood 
clot. But Dr. Caroline Sabin and 
colleagues at the Royal Free 
Hospital School of Medicine in 
London said their study showed 
this could not be. They 
compared 17 hemophiliacs with 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV) infection and 17 HIV-free 
hemophiliacs. They found that 
only the HIV-positive men 
developed diseases associated 
with AIDS, including 
Pneumocystis cariniiponeumonia. 
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hypothesis that high usage of 
clotting factor concentrate, 
rather than HIV infection, is the 

cause of immunodeficiency and 

AIDS in men with hemophilia,” 

they wrote in the British Medical 

Journal. They pointed out that 

many hemophiliacs got HIV from 

infected blood clotting factor 

concentrates that had not been 

heated, and thus not purified of 

the virus. Thus there was a link 

between the use of such drugs 
and AIDS infection — but this did 

not mean the drugs themselves 
caused it. 


AIDS Dr. Peter Duesberg of the 
University of California in Berkeley 
said he was not convinced. 
“HIV cannot be enough for AIDS 
because six of their 17 HIV- 
positive patients remained 
healthy for 10 years,” Duesberg 
wrote in his own article in the 
BMJ. Duesberg repeated his 
theory that foreign proteins 
cause AIDS, which is a syndrome 
defined by several diseases 
rather than a disease in itself. 
“Non-HIV hypotheses must be 
studied more carefully,” he 
concluded. 


AIDS in America: Getting 
Younger: Economist - The 
number of new cases of AIDS in 
America has stopped growing, 
yet some 47,000 new cases are 
still reported each year. New 
segments of the population are 
being affected, including 
women and young black and 
Hispanic men, according to data 
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fiscal yearbeginning July 1. The potential 


published by Philip Rosenberg of the 
National Cancer Institute in Science 
magazine. Many people over 30started 
having sex before AIDS was identified, 
so infection among them could date to 
pre-AlDS or early-AlDS times. But people 
who grew up knowing about AIDS, 
however, seem just as vulnerable. In 
addition, injection drug use and 
unprotected sex are still common in 
youth, despite warnings about the 
disease. Also, Americans, especially 
blacks, are having sex earlier than ever. 
Starting to have sex earlier equates to 
more partners and a greater risk of AIDS. 
Furthermore, as heterosexual men get 
olderthey are less likely to use condoms, 
which accounts for the greater 
incidence of heterosexual transmission 
andthe increasedincidence of infection 
in women. A large number of people 
with the virus do not know they have it 
until they develop AIDS, increasing the 
risk of transmission to others. 


Funding for AIDS Drugs to Drop Under 
Ridge Plan: Philadelphia Inquirer 

The $6.6 million Special Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Program, a Pennsylvania state 
fund that gives uninsured AIDS patients 
and mental health clients access to 
free medicine, would be cut under the 
governor's proposed budget for the 
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protease inhib 
that are both effective and costly— 
would have to be rationed among 
needy patients. According to Feather 
©. Houstoun, Secretary of the State 
Welfare Department, the cut was 
proposed prior to the recent 
announcement by scientists about the 
efficacyof thenewdrugs. “Ifit turns 
out we’llbe pinched (to pay forthe new 
drugs), we will take another look at it,” 
Houston said. 


Rampant AIDS Virus Buffets Uganda: 
Toronto Globe and Mail- HIV wasspread 
unknowingly by the wealthiest 
Ugandans in the 1980s, and is now killing 
educated city workers. Up to 20percent 
of the adults in Kampala, the capital, 
are infected. Infection with the virus is so 
widespread that many employers now 
require job applicants to take an HIV 
test. While the death rate climbs, the 
rate of infection has slowed, especially 
among teenagers. Employers are 
dealing withthe epidemic by educating 
workers, offering free condoms, and 
hiring older workers. AIDS activists are 
trying to ban the mandatory HIV tests 
often used by employers to weed out 
job applicants. The government 
opposes testing, except for army recruits 
and people being hired for foreign 
training. However, as an increasing 
number of state-owned firms are 
privatized, there is a fear that the new 
employers will be less accommodating 
to HIV-infected workers. 


U.S. AIDS epidemic stable, but young 
men at risk: BALTIMORE, (Reuters) - 

The AIDS epidemic is not exploding in 
the United States but it is not getting 
better either, and young gay men are 
most at risk, according to surveys 


presented by scientists Friday. 


“It’s stabilized but in a most disturbing 
way,” said Philip Rosenberg of the 
NationalCancer Institute, one of several 
scientists who summed up the latest 
numbers at the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science 
meetings in Baltimore. Young men 
between the ages of 18 and 25 appear 
to become infected with AIDS at the 
highest rate and the rate is two to three 
times higher among young minority 
men, the epidemiologists and public 
health experts said. 


Updated AIDS figures nationwide have 
been compiled but not released by 
Centers for Disease Control scientists 
pending publication ina peer-reviewed 
scientific journal. Otherrecent estimates 
are that up to 900,000 Americans carry 
the HIV virus that leads to AIDS, in 
addition to the roughly half-million who 
have already died. Many public health 
workers are particularly frustrated by 
the high infection rate — seven percent 
in some studies of particularly high risk 
minority males — among relatively 
young people, who came of age 
and became sexually active years after 
the virus was identified and safe sex 
campaigns begun. 


_ “The epidemic is stable, but that isn’t 


really good news.” said Philip Rosenberg 
of the National Cancer Institute, whose 
data goes up to 1993, Stable means 
that when someone dies of the disease, 
someone else gets infected so the 
overall rate is roughly unchanged. 
Experts say it is hard to tell how many 
people are being infected, since the 
virus often causes no symptoms for a 
decade or more. But several studies 
have pointed to anincreasing problem 
among young men. 


AIDS Takes New Directions: Richmond 
Times-Dispatch - The Virginia state 
health department has reported anew 
trend in the type of people becoming 
infected with HIV and the mode of 
transmission of the virus. The first cases 
were mostly among white males, but 
now more women and blacks are 
becoming infected. Homosexual sex 
between men was the most common 
mode of transmission, followed by 
injection drug use. Now male-to-male 
transmission is decreasing, as injection 
drug use and heterosexual contact are 
increasing as ways Virginians are 
getting the virus. AIDS first became a 
reportable disease in Virginia in 1983, 
and doctorshave been reporting cases 
of HIV infection since 1989. Injection 
drug use accounted for 10 percent of 
the state’s reported AIDS cases 
between 1982 and 1988. Last year, 20 
percent of the cases were attributed to 
such drug use. Meanwhile, sex between 
men was reported as the mode of 
transmission for 70 percent of the AIDS 
cases between 1982 and 1988, but 
dropped to 48 percent during last year. 
Heterosexual contact was the reported 
mode of transmission for 4 percent of 
the casesin the 1980s and for 13 percent 
now. 


French Catholic Church says 
condoms prevent AIDS: PARIS 
(Reuters) The French Roman 
Catholic Church, in a step away 
from the Vatican’s line, 
acknowledged Monday that 
condoms could be necessary to 
battle AIDS but were not a 
complete solution to preventing 
the deadly disease. “Many 
competent doctors state that a 
viable condom is today the sole 
means of prevention. In this 
respect, itisnecessary,” the French 
Bishops’ Conference said in a 
report released at a Paris news 
conference. 


“The condom is thus 
understandable for casesin which 
a person who already engages in 
sexual activity needs to avoid a 
serious risk, just as we insist that this 
is not .a substitute for an adult 
sexualeducation,” the reportsaid. 
While individual French bishops 
have similarly acknowledged that 
condom use can save lives, the 
report appeared to mark the first 
official recognition of this by the : 
French Catholic: Church as a 

whole. 


“The French Bishops’ JOC UME Nn 
“shows that the wor s = 
no longer taboo for the church,” ‘ 


TO Fes here ALL yee ee Oe laters me een eames 


said Dr. Marc Gentilini, president 
of the Catholic Committee of 
French Doctors. “! hail this step g 
forward, which resolves anumber 4 
of ambiguities,” Gentilini told the ; 
daily Le Monde. Pope John Paul 
firmly opposes advocating 
condom use to prevent AIDS, 
arguing the disease is spread by 
“irresponsible sexual behavior" 
and that chastity isthe sole means 
acceptable to the church to 
battle the epidemic. In a sex 
education guide issued two 
months ago, the Vatican 
reiterated the Pope’shardline on 
AIDS. 


“Parents must refute the 
promotion of so-called ‘safe sex’ 
or ‘safer sex’, a dangerous and 
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DRIVING THE 1990’S 


by Councilor Phair 


The 1990's is a period of questioning many activities, 
ideas and programs that have been taken for granted. Examples 
include the downsizing of governments, the military and large 
corporations; as well as, rethinking universal health care, 
education and benefits for seniors. As an elected official, | am 
bombarded by these changes and the constant, daily, incessant 
demand for further changes. 


However, this turmoil extends beyond the politics and typifies 
my life as a gay man in Edmonton’s bi/gay/lesbian community. 
It strikes me that over the past three or four years | have been 
involved in thousands of discussions and debates about where 
the lesbian/gay community is going, what we hope to achieve, 
and the relevance of the current gay/lesbian organizations, 
clubs and groups to the 21st century, particularly in light of the 
recent decision against Delwin Vriend. Such conversations and 
discussions are taking place throughout the community as the 
upcoming activities that | am taking part in, clearly show. 


- The Edmonton Gay and Lesbian Community and the 
Edmonton Police Service Liaison Committee is hosting 
a town hall meeting on Thursday, February 29th at 7 PM 
at Cook & Gardener, 10345 106 Street. Issues of safety 
and protection for gays and lesbians, as citizens, will be 
examined with an emphasis on improving police services. 


- as well as, individuals from the community will come 
together to focus on communication in our community. 
Issues of future directions, how to deal with the terrible 
decision regarding the Delwin Vriend case, status of 
gay/lesbian pride week and rally will be examined along 
with other topics. 


- The Red Deer Summit will take place in Red Dear on 
Friday evening and all day Saturday, April 26 and 27th. 
Many individuals from across Alberta will come to Red 
Deer to update ourselves on current gay and lesbian 
happenings. Questions will be asked about the feasibility 
and potential success of working on provincial concerns 
across Alberta. 


- On March 22 and 23rd, an Interdisciplinary Conference, 
sponsored by the Queer Academy, will be held at the 
University of Alberta. Participants will listen to, discuss 
and debate bigotry, homophobia, activism and public 
education with noted academics and community activists. 


- On Sunday, March 24, from 2 to 5 PM, an informal 
network group of lesbian and gay men will meet. This 
network group has gotten together a couple of times over 
the past 6 months to look at what is happening in the 
community and to discuss future needs and directions. 


| bring up each of these activities and events to highlight 
that the questioning and drive for change in the gay and lesbian 
community is similar to whatis taking place among Edmontonians 
at all levels. If you are interested in any of these areas, contact 
my office for information. 


However, let me again return to political life. As a 
representative of City Council, | think the most significant issue 
for 1996 will be proposed changes to public transit - bus service, 
LRT and DATS. The current way public transit service is 
provided, vehicles, costs, fares, and routes all were set in place 
in the 1970's. It is time to re-examine where people wish to 
travel to, what the cost will be, what fares should be and 
changes that are needed to upgrade services. Beginning in 
April, Council will likely work on a transit strategy that will take 
us to the year 2020. | am also aware that the heaviest users of 


public transit are residents of Ward 4, which includes many lesbians 
and gays. 


Commenting on the ‘Pink Tank”, Queer Academy, Red Deer 
Summit and public transit in one article, may seem strange. Let me 
conclude by giving you my reasons for combining these topics together. 

1. Re-examining, evaluating, defining new solutions and making 
changes is happening throughout society, which includes gays 
and lesbians. 
2. How we examine today’s society and what directions we go 
in the future, needs the active input of all of us, especially 
lesbians and gays who are often overlooked. Whether 
improvements to public transit or the gay and lesbian community, 
all of us must participate - we must drive the 1990’s and not let 
it leave us by the side of the road. 

Give your ideas, opinions or concerns to other lesbians and gay 

men or organizations. You can also contact me. | need your 

advice. Besides the usual ways of catching up with me, you 
can now attend my electronic town hall meetings. 

For me then, every item in this article will move forward because 

you give your input - that’s what ties them together and that’s 
what is driving the 1990’s 

Michael Phair: Contacts: 496-8146 Tel 96-8113 Fax 

Weekly electronic townhall meetings located at: 
http://www.tgx.com/vue/interactive/ 
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immoral policy, based on the 
illusory theory that a condom can 
provide sufficient protection 
against AIDS,” itsaid. “Parents must 
insist on abstinence outside 
marriage and fidelity inside 
marriage as the only true and sure 
education to avoid infection.” In 
many countries, church opposition 
has hindered or derailed 
altogether health officials’ efforts 
to launch AIDS prevention 
campaigns. Several individual 
members of the clergy have 
expressedcautious support for 
condom use. But the Vatican last 
year sacked Jacques Gaillot, the 
former bishop of Evreux in 
Normandy, for his outspoken views 
including his Open appeals for 
condom use to protect against 
AIDS. 


Overhauling AIDS Research: Views 
from the Community: Science 

Anintensive review of the National 
Institutes of Health’s (NIH’s) $1.4 
billion AIDS budget, which is being 
conducted by more than 100 
scientists and AIDS activists, is 
expectedto be releasedin March. 
Drafts of reports by the group’s 
subpanels reveal that the 
evaluation will recommend more 
critical evaluation of whether 
clinical trials for new drugs and 
vaccines should be started; efforts 
to attract better scientists to AIDS 
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research; and the elimination of spending 
out of the AIDS budget for research that is 
notdirectly relatedtoAIDS. Apanel which 
examined the NIH’s studies on the cause of 
AIDS and the mechanism of HIV found that 
much of the research supported was “of 
dubious quality and relevance.” The panel 
also found that some researchers did not 
cooperate with their colleagues on the use 
of resources. Apanel reviewing vaccine 
research reported that more incentive was 
needed to interest the private sector and 
that too much money was going for 
irrelevant research. In addition, a panel 
reviewing AIDS clinical trials recommended 
the incorporation of all four current clinical 
trial networks into the AIDS Clinical Trials 
Group. Members of the review groups say 
they hope to issue a tough final report, 
which could influence the 1997 budget 
request. 


Ryan White’s Legacy: Philadelphia Inquirer 
A Philadelphia Inquirer editorial emphasizes 
theneed for continued government funding 
for AIDS drugs for needy patients. The editors 
note that Congress has provided only limited 
funding for the Ryan White Act, which 
subsidizes Medicaid funds to provide drugs 
for AIDS patients. A recent survey showed 
that almost half of the states are facing a 
financial shortage in their programs that 
pay for AIDS drugs. The program in 
Pennsylvania enjoyed a surplus of money 
the last several years, but has now been 
reduced by the Ridge administration. The 
editors emphasize that funding the 
treatment of AIDS patients is not just a matter 
of compassion, but is also an investment. 
Effective medication, they note, enables 
people with AIDS to continue to work and to 
function. 
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AIDS INFORMATION NEWSLETTER 
Michael Howe, MSLS, Editor 

AIDS Information Center 

VA Medical Center, San Francisco 
Opportunistic Infections (Part XX) 
Progressive Multifocal 
Leukoencephalopathy (PML) 
PATHOGEN: The JC virus (JCV). 


SITES OF INFECTION: JCV infects 
oligodendrocytes, the cells in the 
brain which produce myelin. PML 
is a rare neurological disease 
believed to be caused by either 
primary infection or reactivation of 
latent JCV infection which results 
in demyelination of the central 
nervous system. Initial brain lesions 
occur around blood 
vessels,suggesting dissemination 
via the blood. PML occurs at a 
much higher frequency in people 
with AIDS than it does in patients 
with other immunosuppressive 
disorders, developing in 3 to 4% of 
AIDS patients. Approximately 70% 
of adults in the U.S. have antibodies 
to JCV. PML does not appear to be 
contagious. 


SYMPTOMS: Mental status changes 
followed by speech or language 
deficits, visual deficits, and 
generalized or focal weakness. 
Neurologic signs include lack of 
coordination (weakness of one 
limb or one side of the body), 
cranial nerve palsies, loss of vision 
on one side, sensory loss in one 
limb or one side of the body, 
language disturbance,and 
unsteadiness. 


DIAGNOSIS: JCV has been isolated 
from the brain and urine. Definitive 
diagnosis of PML requires brain 
biopsy although sensitivity ranges 
from 40% to 96%. Clinically, 
diagnosis is made by detecting 
focal lesions and abnormalities of 
the white matter on neuroimaging 
Studies (CT or MRI). Recently, 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) 
of DNA of JCV from cerebrospinal 
fluid (CSF) has been used in 
diagnosis. 


TREATMENT RESULTS: No 
effective treatment for PML has 
been defined. The disorder is 
usually rapidly progressive and 
fatal, although rare prolonged 
survival has been documented. 

Britton et al. treated 13 PML 
patients (mean CD4 count 106) 
with intrathecal cytosine 
arabinoside (ara-C, cytarabine). 8/ 
13 subjects stabilized and 
improved after treatment.Other 
investigators (de Truchis et al., 
Nicoli et al., Urtizberea et al. and 
Fong et al.) have reported that ara- 
C offered no prolonged clinical 
improvement to patients with PML. 
It has been reported by Allegre et 
al. that no improvement was 
observed when intrathecal AZT 
was given for 3 months to 2 PML 
patients. 


Progressive Multifocal 


Leukoencephalopathy 
by Sarah Huffbauer, MD 


(BEING ALIVE; Published by 
BEING ALIVE / Los Angeles 
April 1995) 


(Sarah Huffbauer, MD, is a 
family physician practicing in 
the Seattle area.) 

Progressive multifocal 
leukoencephalopathy (PML) is 
a neurologic syndrome 
somewhat similar to multiple 
sclerosis (MS) that is seen in 
almost 4% of people with AIDS 
whose CD4 counts have fallen 
below 100. Although PML is 
relatively rare, up to 60% of 
people with HIV experience 
neurologic problems at some 
point which must be 
distinguished from PML for 
appropriate treatment and 
prognosis. 

There are three main 
categories of central neurologic 
(occurring in the’ brain) 
syndromes in HIV: a) AIDS 
Dementia Complex, though to 
be caused by HIV itself, b) 
neoplasms (cancers), and c) 
opportunistic infections. In 
approximate order of 
frequency, neurologic 
opportunistic infections are 
caused by toxoplasmosis, 
cryptococcus. and other fungi, 
viruses such as_ 
herpes, mycobacteria, and the 
virus Which causes PML called 
papovaviruS or  Jacob- 
Crutchfeld virus. 

As mentioned earlier, PML 
is similar to multiple sclerosis 
(Which is much more 
common). Like MS, it is a 
demyelinating disease of the 
brain. Demyelination refers to 
destruction of the insulation- 
like cells called 
oligodendrocytes around nerve 
fibers. Like people with MS, 
people with PML often first 
experience subtle weakness or 
the lack of coordination of an 
arm or leg. Unique to PML, 
there is often some difficulty 
with thinking and/or speaking. 
Visual disturbances, seizures, 
memory problems’ and 
headache can sometimes 
follow. With rare exception, 
PML has been true to its name 
in that it is devastatingly 
progressive with a mean 
survival of 2-4 months after 
onset of symptoms and a 
survival range of 2 weeks to 18 
months. 

Also in line with its name, 
the usual findings on CT scan 
or MRI are multi-focal lesions 
within the brain. These lesions 
are best seen with MRI and are 
usually of high-signal intensity 
without enhancement. PML 
lesions must be distinguished 
from lymphoma which is also 
non-enhancing but usually only 
one lesion (unifocal instead of 
multifocal), and from 
toxoplasmosis which is usually 
quite enhancing on the scans. 
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Unique to PML, there is rarely any edema 
(brain swelling) or mass effect (shifting of the 
brain to one side). 

The location of the lesions is usually 
subcortical at the junction between the gray 
and white matter, unlike MS which is cortical 
(higher white matter). 

Other potential diagnostic tools, once 
imaging of the brain has been performed, are 
lumbar puncture and brain biopsy. Usually 
the cerebral spinal fluid from lumbar puncture 
is normal with occasional increases in 
lymphocytes (a type of white blood cells). A 
new test for papovavirus is the spinal fluid by 
PCR (polymerase chain reaction) is being 
developed and may have sensitivity of up to 
80%. The clinical use of this tést would allow 
diagnosis based on lumbar puncture and 
imaging alone, avoiding the more invasive 
brain biopsy. As it stands now, brain biopsy 
still provides the only definitive diagnosis. 
Biopsies are fairly low risk (only 3% serious 
complication rate) and can be done under 
local anesthetic with CT guidance. 

While there is currently no effective 
treatment for PML, many antivirals have been 
tried. There are case reports of AZT alone 
being helpful, but there is also a 10% 
spontaneous remission rate, so it has been 
hard to draw useful conclusions. Dr. Christina 
Marra is conducting a randomized three arm 
trial for people with biopsy proven PML 
(ACTG243). The trial compares the best 
antiviral the person can tolerate alone, with 
best antiviral plus intrathecal (into the spinal 
fluid) Ara-C. Ara-C (cytosine arabinoside) is an 
antiviral and also used in chemotherapy. It 
has multiple potential toxicities, and so people 
receiving it must be carefully monitored. While 
PML is a grim diagnosis to receive or to make, 
the more we know about it, the more we can 
differentiate it from other more readily treatable 
central nervous system problems. Accurate 
diagnosis for neurologic problems in HIV can 
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help to provide realistic prognoses and expectations. 
Ongoing research will, one hopes, identify effective 
treatment for PML in the near future. 


You can obtain a copy of Progressive Multifocal 
Leukoencephalopathy (PML): Case Studies and 
Potential Treatments, from Peter Brosnan, 1709 N. 
Fuller Avenue, #25, Los Angeles, CA 90046. To 
cover his costs, he asks physicians and institutions 
to send $30, people with AIDS $20, and in cases of 
hardship he will send it free. In an emergency, call 
Peter Brosnan at 213/874-7885, so he can send 
the book immediately. 


{AIDS TREATMENT NEWS subscription and editorial 
Office: P.O. Box 41 1256, San Francisco, CA94141. 
800/TREAT- 1-2 (toll-free U.S. and Canada); 415/ 
255-0588 regular office number; fax: 415/255- 
4659; Internet: aidsnews.igc.apc.org. Copyright 
1994 by John S. James. Permission granted for 
noncommercial reproduction, provided that address 
and phone number are included if more than short 
quotations are used. } 


THE “MEAT 
MARKET” 


It has been around long before me. | have 
seen everything there is to know about it. Itisa 
simple, ruthless game played by both the gay and 
straight communities, and it will continue to exist 
long after | am gone. It’s called the meat market. 
To improve our understanding on what it is let’s 
compare it to the meat department at the local 
grocer. First, the shopper, (horny lounge lizard), 
has a sudden craving for food, (sex). In this matter 
we will say chicken, (young boy). To gratify this 
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hunger they must first go to the store (the 
bar), where they encounter an ample 
assortment of meats, (possible candidates). 
Next, the consumer must cruise the aisle to 
select the desired product. Once 
encountered, the chicken ought to appear 
as mouth-watering close up as it does from 
a distance. It is necessary to surround the 
meat to assure it is acceptable to take 
home, (is he really cute or is it just the 
lighting?) If all goes well at this point, the 
meat must be checked for freshness, (is the 
boy new or in the dark?) The price is then 
looked over to ensure the shopper is not 
over paying, (cheap drunk?). Next, the 
purchase is made. (Predator buys prey 
drink.) Finally, the flesh is brought home 
and devoured, and appetite is satisfied for 
the time being. (Someone got lucky and 
another trophy to add to their collection.) 

So how do | know how it works? | found out 
the hard way. | was treated like a piece of 
meat for the longest time before | figured 
out what was truly cooking, or should | say 
who? Call me naive, but | thought everyone 
was just being friendly. Now when | go to 
the bar | watch this taking place and realize 
now how obvious it really is. Sometimes | 
sit back and guess who is after who, what 
move is next, and laugh as | watch it 
transpire. Don’t get me wrong | do have 
better things to do than observe the games 
being played at the club. However, | go to 
the bar to have fun and have no choice but 
to notice the degradation. Every time you 
turn a corner it’s there. The tragic thing is 
that this is just one of the many deceitful 
games that fall upon the club scene; always 
has and always will. 
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Dear Editor: 


As an_ individual with an 
interest in the well-being of 
Edmonton's gay and lesbian 
community, | know you are 
concerned, as | am, about 
the lack of civil rights 
protection for gays and 
lesbians in Alberta. For 
nearly for ten years now, my 
colleagues in the Alberta 
Liberal caucus and | have 
repeatedly demanded that 
theConservative 
government follow the lead 
of other provinces and the 
courts and amend the 
individual's rights Protection 
Act to prohibit discrimination 
based on sexual orientation. 


| am pleased to report that 
this report has been 
resoundingly endorsed by 
the rank andfile of the Alberta 
Liberal Party. At our 
convention earlier this 
month, the _ following 
resolution was passed by an 
overwhelming majority and 
with no apparent dissent: 


ss The Alberta Liberal | 


Party want the inclusion of 
additional grounds under 
the Individual’s Rights 
Protection Act to include 
sexual orientation, political 
belief, family status, union 
affiliation, and source of 
income. 


By this, and many other 
resolution passed at the 
convention, Alberta Liberals 
clearly staked out our 
position in opposition to the 
repressive policies of the 
Klein government. We hope 
that you will work together 
with us to ensure that, after 
the next election, Albertans 


photogenus ix. 


AULY PLAZA | 
16629 ASSL a AVENUE 


1403] 421 4333 


PHOTOFINISHING 
in one hour 


custom framing 

@ passport photos 
edirect copy prints 
*copy negatives 
© B&W processing 
eenlargements 
photocopying 
elaminating 


DISCRETION 
ASSURED 


| 


$122 orF color tilm 
Processing WITH THIS AD. 


have a government that responds 
to their needs and concerns. 
Please feel free to contact me at 
any time to ask for assistance or let 
me know your views. 


Yours sincerely, 
Michael Henry, M.L.A. 
Edmonton Centre 


Catholic Social Services 


January 5, 1996 
Times .10 Magazine 


Dear Editor: 


Recently the “Stars of Hope” held a 
fund raiser that allowed them to make 
a $250.00 donation to our Kairos 
program. 


This money was raised specifically 
to provide Christmas dinners for the 
residents of our Kairos program. 
Kairos is a multi-level residential 
facility that provides physical, 
emotional and social supports to 
individuals who are HIV+. 


As Christmas is often a particularly 
difficult time of year for our residents, 


the effort of Stars of Hope, and their _ 
ability to donate mor 


te money to ensure 
Christmas dinners for some families 
who may otherwise have gone 
without was very appreciated. 


Your support and provision of prizes, 
allowed the Stars of Hope to raise 
the money. 


On behalf of the residents, the staff 
and the Board of Directors of Catholic 
Social Services thank you for your 
support. Your kindness and 
generosity really has made a 
difference. 


Sincerely, 
Bev Oldham 
Program Supervisor, Kairos House 


Dear Editor 
Times .10 Magazine 


Alberta now has its own province 
wide television program for gays, 
lesbians and bisexuals, produced 
at SHAW studios in Red Deer by 
volunteers from across the 
province. PROGRAM PRIDE is a 
half hour program consisting of 
interviews, entertainment , and 
features appealing to the lesbigay 
community and the television 
viewing audience in general. 


PROGRAM PRIDE would not be 


possible without Shaw Cable and 
the many dedicated volunteers who 
work to put each monthly program 
together. Support from businesses 
who cater to lesbigay consumers 
also makes PROGRAM PRIDE a 
possibility and provides those 
businesses with extensive television 
exposure. 


396,918 households in Red Deer, 
Calgary, and Edmonton have 
PROGRAME PRIDE coming into 
their homes on a weekly basis. By 
being a PROGRAM PRIDE 
PATRON, your business will be able 
access these 396,918 households 
with sponsorship segments at rates 
far below what you would expect. 


Within the next 10 days, one of 
PROGRAM PRIDE’S dedicated 
volunteers will be visiting your 
business to answer anv questions 


PATTI & LINDSAY 


you may have about 
becoming a PROGRAM 
PRIDE PATRON and 
hopefully enlisting your 
support for our program. If 
you have any questions 
prior to that time, please do 
not hesitate to call me at 
(403) 347-2174, or fax us 
at (Edmonton) 424-9117, 
or (Red Deer) 431-5490. 
This program will air in 
Edmonton at 11:00 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, in Red Deer 
at 11:00 p.m. on Thursdays, 
in Calgary on the second 
Wednesday and Saturday 
at 10:30 and 11:00 p.m. 
respectively. Thank you 


Sincerely, 


Michael Leboldus 
Producer 
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“Acting Out in Edmonton” 


by Kevin Gulayets and Rick Lee 

To conclude Outreach’s Lesbigay 
Awareness Week at the University of Alberta, 
the Queer Academy will host the “Queer: Act: 
Queer” Interdisciplinary Conference. The 
Queer Academy is an academic group of 
undergraduate and graduate students and 
faculty members from various departments at 
the University of Alberta. 

“Queer: Act: Queer’ will feature papers, 
presentations, panels, performances, 
readings, screenings, and workshops which 
concern gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, 
and queer studies and issues. The conference 
will focus on the areas of ACTIVISM and 
PERFORMANCE and how these intersect with 
subjects: such as literature, film, education, 
history, popular culture, and AIDS discourse. 

To kick-off the conference, there will be 
a reading/book-launch at Latitude 53 on 
Thursday, March 21. Marusya Bociurkiw, a 
lesbian Ukrainian, originally from Alberta, and 
currently residing in Vancouver, will be reading 
from her book, “The Woman Who Loved 
Airports”. Also, the Calgary-born award- 
winning poet Erin Mouré will arrive from 
Montréal to read from her recent collection, 
The Green Word. Erin has published seven 
books of poetry, including Furious, which won 
the Governor General’s Award. Janice 
Williamson, U of A English professor, Alberta 
writer and cultural critic, will launch a new 
Sister Vision Press anthology, Plural Desires, 
edited by The Bisexual Collective. Janice will 
read from “Strained Mixed Fruit (after Gerber)” 
and “Absolute Imperatives,” both works-in- 
progress recently performed at the Catalyst 
Theatre's Loud ‘n Queer Cabaret. 

Paper panels will take place during the 
mornings and afternoons of March 22 and 23. 
The panelists for these sessions include U of A 
students and professors, along with other 
professional scholars from across Canada. 
Some of the panelists will incorporate slides 
and multi-media elements into their 
presentations/performances. During the lunch 
break of March 23, Michael Phair and Maureen 
Irwin will present “A History of Lesbian and 
Gay Activism in Edmonton.” Plans are 
currently under way to provide a screening 
room for conference participants/attendees to 
view several works which will be discussed in 
several presentations. 

On the evening of Friday, March 22, 
there will be a premiere screening of Richard 
Fung’s Dirty Laundry at the Metro Cinema in 
Canada Place (9700 Jasper Avenue). Richard 
is a Trinidadian of Chinese descent, currently 
living in Toronto, who is best known for his 
critical analyses of Asian/Chinese gay male 
representations in film and video. Dirty 
Laundry is Richard's latest 30-minute video 
essay on history and politics which looks at 
representations of “outlaw sex” (prostitution 
and sodomy) in Chinese-Canadian history. 
There are plans to also show another of 
Richard’s works after the discussion period. 
There is only one screening planned, but if 
there is a great demand for tickets a second 
screening will be planned to follow the 7:30 
show. 

On Saturday evening, there will be a 
lesbian “double-jane” with Marusya Bociurkiw 
and Lynne Fernie. Marusya will showcase a 
performance/presentation entitled AS SEEN 
ON TV: Lesbianism, Nationalism and the 
Televisual Imaginary. This performative 
lecture will create a bricolage of public lesbian 
culture, pasted together with subtext, satire, 
and theories of spectatorship and lesbian 
desire. It will be illustrated with TV clips from a 
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variety of Canadian and American sources. 
Lynne, best known for her co-directing of 
Forbidden Love: the Unashamed Stories of 
Lesbian Lives, will be giving an informal 
presentation on the issues and strategies of 
“queering history” in film. Lynne will be using 
slides and video clips, from both Forbidden 
Love and Fiction and Other Truths: A Film 
about Jane Rule. Check local listings for 
location and start-time. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, March 24, 
Vancouver-based performance artist Rob 
Osborne will be conducting a workshop on 
performance activism. 

This session is limited to 15 participants. 
Anyone interested in attending should fill out 
the bottom portion of the registration form. All 
entries submitted in this “lottery” will then be 
drawn on the evening of Friday, March 22. 

“Queer: Act: Queer” is open to U of A 
students, faculty, and staff and to the general 
public. The conference fee is $25 (general) 
and $15 (students/low income). The fee 
includes attending all events, presentations, 
and performances (except the Rob Observe 
workshop). For those interested only in 
attending the evening events, there will be a 
minimum entrance fee for the general public. 
Michael Vonn, who has performed at the Loud 
and Queer, is been scheduled for 
performance. 

Registration forms are available at your 
local queer-friendly bars, cafés, bookstores, 
drop-in centres and community events. For 
registration forms or to mail in completed 
forms, contact John Plews, c/o: Dept. of 
Modern Languages and Comparative Studies, 
University of Alberta, T6G 2E6 or e-mail 
<jplews @ gpu.srv.ualberta.ca>. By phone, 
messages can be left at the Outreach office: 
988-4166. Also check out our website at 
<http://fermi.phys.ualberta.ca/~abrown/ 
qc.html>. 
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PRESS RELEASE 


Queer Academy, Alberta, Edmonton, 
will be hosting a conference concerning gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
studies on MARCH 22 and 23, 1996. The 
Conference will be a forum for discussing all 
kinds of queer issues with emphasis on 
ACTIVISM and PERFORMANCE. Presenters 
and participants can expect a varied schedule 
of papers, presentations, panels, 
performances, and workshops covering the 
following areas: bodies; film; sports; gender; 
literature; popular culture; dance; community; 
AIDS; video; homophobia; race; glamour; 
performativity; humour; education; sex; 
theatre; ethnicity; philosophy; queering history; 
and more. 

The aim of the conference is to interface 
queer topics across the disciplines in such a 
way that the boundary between all kinds of 
queer academic research and the broader 
cultures in which we live may be subdued. 

Invited guests include: 


Richard Fung (community 
activist/video maker) who will show and talk 
about Dirty Laundry, his new 30 min. video 
essay on history and politics. It focuses on 
outlaw sex — prostitution and sodomy — in Bill 
C19 Chinese Canada. He will be presenting 
this and possibly another work on Friday 
evening at the Metro Cinema in Canada Place 
(9700 Jasper Avenue). 

Marusya Bociurkiw (Ukrainian 
lesbian writer/filmmaker) who will do a 


performance/presentation entitled AS SEEN ON 
TV: Lesbianism, Nationalism and the Televisual 
Imaginary (see attached sheet). This performative 
lecture will create a bricolage of public lesbian 
culture, pasted together with subtext, satire, 
spectatorship theory, and, that old lesbian standby, 
desperate (televisual) desire. it will be illustrated 
with TV clips from a variety of Canadian, (and 
some American), sources. 


Lynne Fernie (interdisciplinary artist 
and filmmaker) who will give a presentation on the 
issues and strategies of “queering history” in film, 
using slides and video excerpts from her 
documentaries Forbidden Love: the Unashamed 
Stories of Lesbian Lives and Fiction and Other 
Truths: A Film about Jane Rule. (see attached bio 
for more information) 


Both Marusya Bociurkiw and Lynne Fernie will be 
presenting on Saturday night. Again discussions 
(and maybe gossip) will follow each presentation. 


a 


Queer : Act : Queer Conference Guests continued 


Rob Osborne is being scheduled for a 
presentation during the conference and will also 
offer a special workshop on performance activism 
on Sunday March 24th. Right now Michael Vonn 
is also being scheduled for a performance. 


The conference fee is $20 ($25 after March 1st) 
or the student/low income fee is $12 ($15 after 
March 1st) 

The fee includes the conference package 
and admission to all screenings and performances 
which are part of the conference except the Rob 
Osborne workshop. Space for that workshop is 
limited and places are being allocated via lottery. 


For registration forms or to mail in completed 
forms, send to: 

John L. Plews 

Dept. of Modern Languages and Comparative 
Studies 

University of Alberta 

Edmonton, AB, CANADA T6G 2E6 


or leave a message at OUTreach @ 988-4166 


or through electronic mail: 
jplews @ gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


or contact our website at 
http://fermi.phys.ualberta.ca/~abrown/qc.html 


Look for posters, registration forms, and handbills 
at bars, cafes, bookstores, drop-in centres and 
community events. 


SPECIAL NOTE: As a kickoff to the Conference, 
an evening of lesbian and bisexual women’s 
readings is being put together for Thursday 
March 21, 1996. Participating are: Marusya 
Bociurkiw (writer, critic, and video artist) who will 
be reading from her book The Woman Who Loved 
Airports (Press Gang); Erin Moure (a Governor- 
General’s-Award winning poet and author of many 
books) who will read from her recent selected 
poems The Green Word (Oxford); and Janice 
Williamson (writer and critic) who will launch 
Plural Desires: Writing Bisexual Women’s Realities 
(Women’s Press), an anthology edited by The 
Bisexual Collective, by reading from her work-in- 
progress “Strained Mixed Fruit (after Gerber)”. The 
vent is being held at Latitude 53 and should 
commence at 7:30 PM. Check local listings for 
more information. 
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HOROSCOPES 


BY David Michael 


Aries 
In this last month before your birthday 


you may experience many minor 
inconveniences at the hands of others, or 
because of circumstances. You must put up 
with these for the sake of what is really 
important to your life. Sacrifices of personal 
energy made at this time build karmic balancing 
forces for later periods. 
New information around your birthday could 
take you in energetic new directions. Spend 
some time this month focusing on your inner 
needs, to prevent sudden outbursts. Your 
assertive side tends to tip into aggression this 
month if you do not stay aware of more than 
just the moment. 


Taurus 

March is characterized by a focus on 

hopes, ideals, and future plans. 
Working with others on some team or 
community project for the betterment of all is 
strongly favored now. You could find yourself 
in an understanding mood, able to appreciate 
and value the self-sacrifice and sublimation 
that goes into any effort that has goals that 
reach beyond the personal. 
In April you may feel more giving. It’s a good 
thing, since there are more demands on youto 
‘do-exactly that. It seems as if everything and 
everybody wants a piece of you right now. 
What is given now will return later from other 
directions. 


Ye , § Gemini 


March finds your practical vision at its yearly 
high. Career and vocational issues benefit 
now from a clarity of mind on your part. You 
have more than your usual ability to see what 
needs to be done and how to get things 
accomplished. Your thoughts and 
conversations tend toward the philosophical 
rather than your usual more superficial banter. 
April brings a period of resolve for you. Ideas, 
dreams, goals, all come to the fore now so that 
you can examine them and determine their 
overall merit to you. You want to make your 
dreams a reality atthis time, and this is possible 
if the groundwork is set, and you are willing to 
putin the time. Your usualimpatience mustbe 
governed for this to happen. 


<—_ Cancer 


March finds your energy quickened. A 
eae” lack of superficiality finds you straight 
to the point. While this has its benefits, not 
every internal mood needs to be blurted out 
without thought. Your interest in the truth of 
things at this time could lead you to deeper 
philosophical insights, or to unkind and 
ungenerous remarks to others. 
April brings more practicality, and with it a 
heightened sense of responsibility. The full 
moon this month will likely bring a career or 
public challenge to be met. Watch that your 
emotions don’t run away with you at this time 
leading to an excess of crabbiness. 


f= Leo 
K March is the time of year for you to 


rebirth yourself. Nowis when you would 
be best to strip away pride and examine your 


ee 


persona unsentimentally. Letting go of baggage from 
the pastis crucial. After separating the essential from 
the waste, you can arise from this process with a 
renewed sense of pride in being you. 

April finds you energized, reaching out for new 
experience to incorporate. More than usually 
philosophical and with a tendency to bluntness of 
Statement. This month has great potential for personal 
growth if the work of last month is endured. 


Virgo 
s March brings out the social side of you more 
than other times of the year. Sharing and relating 


experiences characterize this time for you. If your 
single, this could be a ‘lucky’ month for you. There is 
some indication of your bringing your finely tuned 
critical abilities to bear on social situations and 
relationships now. Should you do this, you must be 
prepared for conflict. 

April finds you doing some internal housecleaning. It 
is a time for getting down to business, stripping away 
and discarding inessentials, memories of things past 
and the like. Your mind is especially keen now, able 
to cut through the superficial to concentrate on whatis 
really important. Business decisions are especially 
astute now. 


Libra 
March is a time of discrimination and ipossible 


te Capricorn 
; March may find you opening up more 


than usual with others about your 
dreams and your belief systems. These 
have been under some internal and probably 
unconscious consideration for the past many 
months, and you will have opportunity now to 
discuss them with an eye to practical use. 
Your conversation is prone to the pragmatic 
not and you are bored or even irritated by 
superiicialities. 
April brings the end of a time of questioning 
and feeling your way. Now you can get a 
handle on it, secure your position, feel 
whatever limits there are, and move forward. 
You may still find that you dispense with 
small talk and concentrate on the basic 
realities. You have a base to build upon. You 
have sent down roots. 


Aquarius 
€ March finds you focusing on 
finances during the early part of 


the month. You may be gathering resources 
and materials now to enable you to catch and 
hold onto vital ideas and impulses you've 
experienced. Over the last 18 months your 
ability to respond to life — to possess and 
puchire your own geae and populscs — _ pes 


self-examination. You are sorting though the me Fate > Me 


experiences of the last several months, separating the 
worthwhile from the worthless and, in general, 
Salvaging what you can. Also, attend to your health 
and well-being. You have amore impersonal approach 
to relationships at this time, perhaps impulsively trying 
to keep more than one partner at a time. 

April brings a decision for social fitness. It is a time of 
commitment and also of social expansion. Getting out 
and meeting others for conversation, relaxation and 
community sharing are all featured. You may find 
yourself enjoying cleaning your closets, in your effort 
to birth a new self. Others will help in this process if 
you are open to the exposure. 


Scorpio 
With new roots secure, March finds you more 


confident and expressive of your own 
experience. There is a growing sense of personal 
discovery and self-ownership. A drive to exercise and 
get physical is upon you. All this creativity and 
expressiveness may motivate you to go in brand new 
directions. 
April finds you more picky and discriminating. You 
begin to sort the experiences of the past few months, 
with an eye to revaluing them. A new surge of energy 
regarding food and health matters could move you to 
make some changes in that department. You may feel 
like taking care of some details that have piled up or 
just have that extra energy to clean up your act. 


Sagittarius 
March finds you examining your foundations 


for their security. This year you'll find growth 
and success could be tied to your possessions or to 
the way you possess and respond to the various ideas 
and impulses operating in your life now. You could 
benefit through material support and possessions. 
April brings you out with renewed energy and self 
expression. Your creative urges are high and your 
personal confidence levels peak. You will need to get 
out and explore some mountainous terrain of the 
earth, or the mind, or both. 


reorganisation This i is finally at an end. 
April brings the beginning of a new 
restructuring for you. Limitations are about to 
be placed on your communications. Over the 
coming months you will have to restructure in 
this area. You are exploring and searching 
now, linking things together, following up 
connections, seeing where the ends meet — 
communications of all kinds, finding the limits. 
A sense of being on your own, without the 
support you might like to have. 


Ga Pisces 
cS) March, and your birthday passes, 


but you won'tfind as much energy 
this year as most, at this time. Your best 
emphasis right nowis still on self examination. 
There has been a strong motivation over the 
past year for you to emphasize the practical, 
which is not your forte. The work is almost 
complete. 
April finds the energy you’ve been awaiting 
arriving at last. Your focus this month could 
best be placed on seeking our material and 
spiritual resources to nurture you inthe coming 
months. You are entering a period of strain 
and restructuring in this regard, so be careful 
how you use your resources... financial and 
otherwise. 


SPAS GPA 8S ca EIT AOE 


Note: Astrology based solely on SUN SIGN 
is bound to apply only vaguely to you 
personally. | recommend a more 
personalized reading for more accurate and 
telling information. You can obtain a 
personalized horoscope for free from David 
Michael's Astro Logical Services care of this 
magazine. Be sure to include, Birthdate, 
Time, and Place of Birth. 
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Services. 


AIDS Network 

of Edmonton Society 

The Network retains its original operating philoso- 
phy: to provide support and education wherever it 
can be helpful in north-central Alberta. AIDS Net- 
work of Edmonton works cooperatively with all 
those organizations in Alberta and across the 
country who are working to help limit the spread of 
HIV infection. Today the network provides: Educa- 
tion, Info-Line, Speakers Bureau, Resource mate- 
rial and various Support groups. If you wish to 
know more about the Network call 488-5742 


Alberta Society for Positive Women 

The society is dedicated to supporting the needs 
of women with HIV in the province of Alberta. We 
provide support, education and advocacy to women 
with HIV. This is provided through our Peer Coun- 
selling (488-5768), Support groups (424-6346), 
Education (488-5742) and Speakers Bureau (488- 
5742). 


Aicoholics Anonymous 

A Ais a fellowship of men and women who share 
their experience, strength and hope with each 
other that they may solve their common problem 
and help others to recover from alcoholism. The 
only requirement for membership is a desire to 
stop drinking. Call 424-5900 for times and places 
of Gay and Lesbian meetings. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 

AXIOS is an international organization of Eastern 
Orthdox and Eastern-Rite Catholic Gay and Les- 
bian Christians. Our mandate is to promote a 
greater understanding of human sexuality and 
Spirituality within the Eastern Christian tradition. 
The AXIOS monthly newsletter is available via the 
internet. Contact Dushan at 454-8449 for more 
information. 


Badminton Group 

The group meets on Fridays at Oliver School 
between 7:30 - 9:30 PM. Use the door at the north 
enterance to the school. Everyone is welcome 
and some equipment is available. A small dona- 
tion of one dollar is appreciated. Contact Frank at 
990-1696 for the scheule. 


Edmonton Prime Timers 

Prime Timers is a social fraternity for older gay and 
bisexual men and their friends. The purpose of 
Prime Timers is to provide an opportunity for 
mature gay men to fraternize and join together in 
a programme of social activities. Meetings held 
2nd Sunday each month at the Unitarian Church 
at 3:00 pm. If you would like more information 
address correspondence to Chairman, Edmonton 
Prime Timers, Suite 1093, 11444 - 119 Street, 
Edmonton, T5G 2X6. Contact Terry at 477-3463. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 

We are a group of women and men who join 
together in a common love for music, and the 
desire to build a greater spirit of unity and pride in 
the gay and lesbian community. We strive to 
bridge the gap which can separate us from the 
mainstream of society. Persons who wish to sing 
with the choir should call David at 424-1561. 
Support members are welcome to join by phoning 
Lorna at 423-6987. 


Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS 

Prevention Society 

The Feather of Hope was founded on a need to 
provide AIDS education and support to Native 
People in Alberta. Through education and the 
development of communities in partnership, it is 
hoped that the spread of AIDS will be lessened. 
We offer training and education programs, as well 
as support through traditional ways. Volunteers 
are very important to us, if you can help, or would 
simply like some more information call 488-5773 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of Ed- 
monton (G.L.C.C.E.) 

The centre contributes to the well-being of Ed- 
monton’s gay, lesbian and bisexual community 
through informational, social support services and 
its social information line. The services offered by 
the centre include an information line, telephone 
referrals, library, drop-in peer support counselling 
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and social activities arranged and sponsored by the 
centre. Further information is available at 488-3234 


Gaylines 

A special telephone service is available. The intent of this 
line is to aid in the forming of a central information net that 
will aid all walks of life. Messages are outgoing only. The 
line is setup in a single location that will be permanent and 
will also be listed in the phone directory. It is free to all 
Alternative Lifestyles, Support groups, Clubs, Individuals 
and Businesses. Call 486-9661 to request your mailbox. 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness (G.A.L.A.) 

We are an organization interested in human rights issues 
especially related to sexual orientation and changing 
Federal and Provincial legislation. We are always inter- 
ested in new members. If you are interested call David 
Sanders at 487-2684. 


Illusions Social Club 

A social club for Crossdressers, Transsexuals and their 
supporters. Our main goal is to provide a safe, discreet 
and friendly atmosphere where we can socialize as a 
group. We also provide information and peer support for 
members. We hold two socials each month, one on the 
second Thursday and one on the third Saturday. For more 
information write to Illusions Social Club, Box 33002, 
Glenwood P.O., Edmonton, AB. T5P 4V8; or phone either 


486-3432 (GLCCE) on Tuesday evenings to talk to’ 


someone person to person or 486-9661 box 1 to leave a 
message. 


Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose 

The mission of the Court is to raise funds for charities and 
other organizations which either provide direct services to 
gay and lesbian individuals. Meetings of the Society are 
held monthly on the last Wednesday. For meeting location 
and time please see the Court notice boards in Boots and 
Saddle or the Roost. You may also call Gaylines at 486- 
9661 and press box 27. 


Interfaith Association on AIDS 

Edmonton 

The purpose of this association is to sensitize local faith 
communities and their leaders to the unique spiritual and 
emotional needs of those infected by HIV/AIDS. The 
following faith communities are included: Anglican, Baha’i, 
Baptist, Beth Shalom Synagogue, Lutheran, Metropolitan 
Community Church, Roman Catholic, Temple Beth Ora, 
Ukrainian Catholic, Unitarian and United Churches. Phone 
448-1768 for more information. 


Les-Bi-Gay Darts Club 

This is an informal and social dart club. No previous 
experience is necessary. We are here to have some fun 
and meet each other in an open atmosphere. There are no 
fees. We gather at GLCCE the first Thursday of the month 
at 7:30 PM. Call 428-8847 or 421-4427. 


Liason Committee, The 

In June of 1993 Edmonton Police Service and the Gay and 
Lesbian communuity for med a liasion to promote an 
atmosphere of understanding and mutual respect. For 
more info call Edmonton Police Service at 424-7248 
(pager 293) or Murray Billet at 482-7421 


Lipstick Lesbian Youth Peer 

Support 

This is an organization intended to allow all femme lesbi- 
ans and bisexuals the chance to meet and realize that they 
are not alone. Our goal is not to segregate the lesbian 
community, but to acknowledge that femmes do exist. 
This is an opportunity to meet and socialize with other 
femmes. Please call 988-4836 for more informaiton. 


Living Positive 

Emotional, spiritual and psychological support is avail- 
able through Living Positive to all those affected by HIV 
infection. We offer strong, loving, confidential support. We 
also meet weekly and share our mutual experiences. 
Living Positive is entirely directed by and for poeple who 
share a common diagnosis of HIV+. Peer counselling, 
hospital visits and a speakers bureau are also available 
through our society. Phone 488-5768 


Lutherans Concerned: Edmonton 

We are a spiritual community for lesbian, gay , bisexual 
and straight people. Lutherans Concerned gathers monthly 
for worship, sharing, and friendship. We offer individual 
support and a safe space for our own spiritual questions. 
Call Tim at 433-1697, or write P.O. Box 11095, Edmonton, 
AB, T5J 3K4 E-Mail: luthconc @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Metropolitan Community Church of Edmon- 
ton (M.C.C.) 

We are a local church within the denomination of 
the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Commu- 
nity Churches. Our major focus is to the 
defranchised of society. The UFMCC allows any- 
one to feel a part of the Christian Community and 
to claim our place in God's Universe. Services are 
open to all. We worship on Sunday evenings at 
7:15 at McDougall United Church - South en- 
trance. Please feel free to join us! Call 429-2321 
for more information. 


Northern Chaps 

Edmonton's Leather - Fetish club for Gay, Les- 
bian, and straight men and womyn was estab- 
lished six years ago. We strike to educate the rest 
of the community through workshops, staged 
demonstrations and events in order to heighten 
awareness. Northern chaps meets at Boots & 
Saddle on the first and third Friday of each month 
at 9 PM. 


Northern Titans 

Northern Titans is the Gay and Lesbian bowling 
league in Edmonton. You are welcome to join 
either as a team member or a drop in. Bowling 
time is 5:15 every Saturday at Lynwood Bow! on 
16127 - 118 Avenue. There is a $12.00 charge for 
shoes and three games. Call 

454-1458 for info. 


OUTreach 

OUTreach is a university based organization for 
gays, lesbians and bisexuals interested in an 
academic atmosphere. Meetings are held every 
Tuesday at 5:00 pm on campus; main floor of the 
Athabasca hall. Topics vary from week to week. 
Additional information is available by calling 988- 
4166. 


PFLAG 

Parents, Families, & Friends of Lesbians & Gays. 
PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of 
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual persons, their families 
and friends through support, education and advo- 
cacy. Meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month. For more info phone Cindy at 459-8379, 
Newsletter editor Ellen at 465-3057. Outreach to 
speack confidentially to a PFLAG volunteer 
944-1394, Voice Box 3524 (PFLAG) Mon-Thurs, 
7-9:30 pm (Recording 24 hrs a day). 


Pink Triangle Youth of Edmonton (P.T.Y.E.) 
The Pink Triangle Youth Group is a program 
offered by the Community Centre. The youth 
group exists so that young people age 16 to 21 - 
lesbians, gays, bisexuals and those wondering 
about their sexuality can explore their feelings, 
meet other young people like themselves. Infor- 
mation is available to all along with fun in a safe, 
supportive environment. Phone 488-1574 for more 
information about the Youth Group. 


Team Edmonton 

Team Edmonton - Gay Games Association is set 
up to provide an opportunity for person interested 
in participating in the Gay Games through fund 
raising. If you would like to be involved with Team 
Edmonton call 486-9661 Box 16 or 482-2789 


Visions - Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender discusion 
group. We meet the 4th Wednesday of the month. 
Call UCE at 454-8073 or Anita at 454-1992. Not 
necessarily Christian. 


Womonspace 

The purpose of Womonspace is to foster a posi- 
tive Lesbian identity among ourselves and the 
larger community. We hold dances, produce a 
newsletter and hold other activities. For informa- 
tion call the Lesbian Life at 425-0511. 


“If you are an Edmonton based Gay or 
_ Lesbian Community non-profit, group: 
_ and wish to be included in this directory. 
_ send a short description to Times .10. 
_ Magazine, Box 932, Edmonton, AB T5J 

-2L80rFaxus at488-6927, 


PALO 
CERNAK 


In a world where friends come and go..... there is one constant 


HOW'S HECEMPLRE INC 
10121-1294 Street, Edmonton 488-6915 


by Charlies Bidwell PhD 


| getcalls from gay and lesbian 
couples asking if they can get 
married. They are seeking a 
blessing on their relationship. 


‘They are also seeking an 


opportunity to celebrate their 
commitment to each other 
among their friends and as 
many family members as are 
willing to be supportive. | 
always answer that they can 
have ablessing within the rites 
of Metropolitan Community 
Church (MCC) but it will not 
bealegal marriage. They don't 
seem to be upset by the 
limitation of the ceremony 
being only spiritual and some 
are relieved to discover that it 
doesn't involve any legal 
restrictions or requirements. | 
then advise them thatthe term 
for what we offer is a Blessing 
of Relationship (engagement) 
and a Holy Union (life-time 
commitment). 

Committed same- 
gender relationships in our 
community are news these 
days. From those on the 
radical religious right who 


_ would deny the depth and > 
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You can help support 
Times .10 Magazine by making 
a donation of $25.00! 


This donation will greatly 
assist in our production costs. 
Times .10 is made 
possible by the Advertisers 
and people who make a 
$25.00 donation. 


For Your support you will receive the 
next 6 issues. Times .10 is non-profit. 


Whenever possible we encourage you 
to support the businesses who make 
this magazine possible. Everyone 
involved with Times .10 is a volunteer 
and your encouragement is 
appreciated. 


commitment of our long-term 
relationships to those among us 
who view monogamous 
commitment as an outdated, 
heterosexist concept. The reality 
is notin either of these stands but 
in a more reasoned and realistic 
stand that affirms our relationships 
as based on commitment. An 
assurance that goes beyond when 
we are "in love" (limerance) to 
when we are in a loving 
partnership. 

Let me explode some myths 
and ideas about MCC and the 
services we Offer. 

1. We do not promote or 
encourage role playing. Some 
couples approach us with the 
heterosexist mind-set that we will 
provide them with some sort of 
‘license" to grant validity to their 
spousal relationship. They seem 
to feel a need for the church to 
“stamp a seal of approval" on their 
relationship in order for them to 
feel at ease. The Rite of Blessing 
of Relationship is perhaps seen 
as the equivalent of an 
engagement ritual or party and 
the Rite of Holy Union is a ritual for 
affirming the relationship that is 
established. The church does not 


PET GET MARRIED -<-neewo--oencneccecenenens 


"marry" two people; it offers its 
blessing on, and affirmation of, a 
committed relationship that 
exists. It is not intended as a 
"license" for anything. Since we 
are in the lesbigay community 
are free people, no such 
permission is needed. 

Also, some folks come with 

the idea that one partner has to 
play the role of "the husband" 
and the other of "the wife." This, 
| work hard at erasing as soon as 
possible. We remind people that 
we are free of sex roles and 
stereotypes of who does what 
and so we are free to do what our 
natural talents indicate and what 
interests us. There are house- 
keeping chores in every living 
relationship and we are free to 
sort them out as suits each 
individual in the partnership. 
A Holy Union is intended to 
publicly recognize and affirm the 
depth of a couple's established 
love relationship and their 
commitment to one another. Itis 
not intended to turn one person 
into the "man of the house" or the 
“woman of the house." 


2. We do not perform rush jobs or 
offer quick fixes. We talk with 
folks over a series of sessions to 
prepare them for = their 
commitment ceremony. 
Blessings are done almostat any 
time and with minimal 
preparation. Holy Unions are 
only performed after weeks of 
coaching in communications, 
problem-solving or conflict 
resolution skills, financial 
agreements, wills and other 
documents to support the union 
or bonding. 

Holy Unions are not 
intended to fix problems in a 
troubled relationship. We try to 
discover these and solve them 
before we go ahead. In some 
cases, | have referred couples to 
qualified therapists and 
counselors before proceeding. 
We live in a society that is so 
often hostile (or at best indifferent) 
to our relationships. Because of 
this, we feel it is essential to 
ensure that every couple is as 
healthy and as rock-solid in their 
commitmentas they can possibly 
be before they make this public 
commitment. 


3. We do not offer a typical 
wedding or matrimony ceremony. 
We are proud of the inclusive 
and egalitarian ritual we design 
with each couple. They make it 
distinctive and unique to them 
and are delighted to discover that 
they can involve friends in the 
ceremony and include their own 
words and readings that are 


meaningful and significant 
to them. For instance, no 
one is "given away" and the 
couple enter together. 

In a Holy Union 
ceremony you will witness 
the coming together of two 
individuals. They would 
stand together before their 
families, their friends, and 
the world as equals. Publicly 
and boldly proclaim their 
love for one another, while 
they remain two distinct 
individuals. In this way they 
forge a bond together that 
goes beyond what the laws 
of any land can afford them. 
They enter into a spiritual 
union with one another and 
with God, and they covenant 
together to live and grow in 
that love. 


Ultimately, we proclaim that 
we are unique and 
distinctive people, an 
imaginative and gifted 
rainbow of people, made 
up of every race, gender, 
faith, class and description. 
We are part of the human 
family. Therefore, it is 
important that we not allow 
ourselves and our 
relationships to be defined 
by narrow, patriarchal, 
heterosexist boundaries or 
their rituals. We do notneed 
anyone's permission or 
approval of our 
relationships, but we need 
to be able to express who 
we are as gay and lesbian 
people. It is important to 
share ourselves and 
express the depth of our 
love and commitment 
before God and the world. 
This is achieved in our 
ceremonies, in our 
celebrations, andinourlives 
among our heterosexual 
sisters and brothers. 


If you or a friend are 
considering a Blessing or a 
Holy Union, call either 
Charles or Beverley at 429- 
2321. Youcan also visit the 
faith community and 
worship with us any Sunday 
evening at 7:15 at MCC 
Edmonton. Location is in 
the McDougall Church 
building, south entrance off 
MacDonald Drive, across 
from the Chateau Lacombe 
hotel and The Journal. 


Rev. Dr. Charles Bidwell is 
the interim Pastor of 
Metropolitan Community 
Church 

of Edmonton. 
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Sounds of Joy 


Look through the child’s eyes 
(What amazement is to been 
seen in a telepathic dream 
state in which we see things. ) 
Seeing what’s real has always 
been a dream for most of us. 
But yet, if it has always been 
right in front of us, why do we 
still ask for it? Just stop fora 
split second and ask yourself, 
“what does this community 
need?” and chances are we 
have it, you have just 
overlooked it. We have 
created a synthesized world 
that is accepted by the 
masses in which we use to 
experience the deepest 
relaxation of our bodies and 
minds for the illusion of 
seeing, hearing and believing 
that we can hold our selves in 
a higher state of 
subconscious. The power of 
music can be only put in so 
many words and yet we still 
can’t answer the forever 
ending questions; what is it 
to really experience it all, and 
can one person find all the 
pieces of the puzzle? Even if 
we never can explain it, many 
of us have been working on 
the mystery for years. We 
have allexperienced the sight 
that music can unfold for you, 
but most people just shake 
their heads and pass it off as 
an illusion in which itis not. It 
is real, very real. You can see 
the light if you focus all your 
attention to what’s been 
screaming at you for years on 
end. Seeing is believing, or at 
least is for the gifted. If your 
look for something to break 
your boring life, you can find 
it in taking a long trip with 
your favorite c.d., Ifyoudon’t 
have a favorite c.d., there’sa 
small list in this article that 
will help you get started. But 
first, let’s have it for Facts 
and Rumours. (Yaaaaaa) 


FACTS AND RUMOURS 

As some of you may know, 
Alberta is getting its own TV 
dance show. It’s sort of aspin 
off of Electric Circus, that will 
be filmed at Laser Quest. If 
you are interested in dancing 
on the show, just write me 
(D.J Joy). The address can be 
found at the bottom of this 
article. We need a lot of 
people to appear before a 
camera just to have fun. 

On other Broadway news, 
rumors from the flowing 
grapevine tell us to keep are 
eyes peeled fortwo newclubs 
in the city of Edmonton. One 
that will contribute to the rave 
scene, and one that will to 
good club music such as a 
New York or Vancouver style. 
Okay music lovers, strap in 
and hold on for the ride of 
your life that can be done in 
the comfort of your own 


home. Before continuing on, please 
make sure you have the proper 
tools to do the job right. First, head 
phones. Second, your favorite 
music box. Third, comfortable 
ambiance. Next, a view, and A few 
hours of free time. (You get the 
point.) 


ENYA 

Enya once again uses the tools of 
the gods in her, and your, favor. 
Enya will take you down to a 
mysterious civilization that is filled 
with only the love that drives us 
through the other side of the clouds. 
Let it be said that Enya has got the 
respect of humanity. If you are a 
die hard Enya fan, this is on the top 
of your shopping list, or should be. 


JAM & SPOON (ANGEL) 

Jam & Spoon has come up with a 
hint that will be followed by many 
more in an upcoming C.D that will 
bein astores some time soon. You 
might remember good old Jam & 
Spoon from the hits; Follow Me, 
Right In The Night, and Find me. 
Their song Angel will most likely hit 
the top list once again. You will 
recognize yourself riding the almost 
similar keyboard harmony that has 
made Jam & Spoon famous. This 
is a track you don’t want to miss. 
So, if | were you, I would march 
down to the nearest music dealer 
and pick it up. 


OUT NOW! (PSYCHICK WARRIORS 
OV GAIA) 

Kk records have wiped up their 
own little tasty desert to sweeten 
the appetite with the song Out 
Now! Listening to this track inspired 
me to tell you about the adventure 
that can be seen if you put your 
mind to it. But hay, if I were to tell 
you about my experience, how 
would you ever be able to create 
one of your own. After all, that’s 
what it’s all about; right? 


RUFFNECK ( EVERYBODY BE 
SOMEBODY ) 

In other words, what RuffNeck is 
trying to put across is for everybody 
to be themselves. I know how hard 
it is for some of you to be 
yourselves, but you might as well 
try; You might get lucky. You can 
find an unmixed mix of this song 
on Warehouse Grooves that is 
about 9 minutes and 13 seconds 
long. 


DUTCH TRANCE BEATS 

Look way back to 1994. My brother 
Mark Burden brought this to my 
attention. If you are looking for a 
good rave C.D., remixed, this is a 
definite pick up. You can find this 
by looking for its unique cover, 
which has a story behind it. The 
cover was created by the crafty 
computer wizard Peter Janssens 
which is a small taste of his 
Hermitage collection. The cover, 
however, is not all this C.D. 
features, as you will see when you 
get it home. This track consists of 
manvareat musical artists that will 


take all your dreams and bring them 
to life. Rise up from your everyday 
individual pattern to taste something 
new. Chances are it will change 
everything that you were use to, 
including what you order off the 
menu. 


CLUB LIFE (VOLUME 2) 

House music from Heaven takes 
you in for a surprise before your 
very ears, and for some of you before 
your eyes. Let yourself evaporate in 
the chords of everlasting life for a 
trip of the unexpended and untold. 
Just released in your favorite music 
store, the light behind your mind 
that will enable you tosee the untold. 
Let it unfold. Welcome to Club Life. 
Oh let it be. Is it possible for one 
compilation to do so much to ones 
mind? The deep grove will take its 
toll on you. So hold on for a long, 
and not soon to forget, ride. 


UNA (PROGRAM 2 KOBOTIX ) 

Seeing visions where the sun and 
moon cease to exist; where our 
precious surroundings are in eternal 
darkness. I had put my self in a 
better place where Time was not an 
issue. There was no love or hate, 
just the strong impulse of music 
that guided me through a place that 
had vast amounts of wonder and 


surprise. Well, if there was any way 


BURGER NATION 
WING STATION! 


Watch for our Extended Hours 
And extended menu 


Happening Soon!! 


the 


1 could explain this song 
better, I would. The only other 
thing I can say is that its 
amazing possessive sounds 
will take you to the place 
where | have been. This is a 
definite pick up for you hard 
core ambient lovers. Enjoy 
the ride, and I will be seeing 
you at the end. 


Once again, we turn down 
the volume and shut off the 
amp. Until next time, when 
we take you even higher in 
the next issue of Times. 10. 
If you have any comments, 
want to appear on the newest 
TV show in Edmonton, or if 
you know of any musical 
Facts or Rumors that you 
would like to see in this mag 
of the masses, it’s as easy as 
picking up a pen and telling 
the tale. Then, without further 
delay write me, D.J JOY, at: 
c/o Times. 10 Magazine, Box 
952, Edmonton, Alberta, 


BARAGE 


BURGER BAR 


EVERYTHING OLD IS 
NEW AGAIN 
AT THE GARAGE 


"GOOD FOOD - GOOD TIMES" 
HAPPY-TIME JUGS EVERY DAY 


We're open 10 am to 7 pm Monday to Thursday 
10 am to Midnight on Fridays 
and noon to 6 pm on Saturdays. 
SUNDAY BRUNCH with Jim W. & Mary Mess 
11 am to 4 pm. 


10244 - 106 St., Edmonton, Alberta 
Beside BOOTS 
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Profile: ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 


crossdressing desire is 


What is Illusions? Illusions is a social 
club whose members are usSually 
either a crossdresser, transvestite or 
transsexual. Lifestyle supporters and 
significant others are also encouraged 
to join. Illusions is open to persons 
of all Sexual orientations: straight, bi, 
gay or lesbian. Transgenderism 
knows no sex or sexual preference 
boundaries. Illusions, however, is 
not a sex club. A major goal of 
Illusions is to foster a sense of self- 
worth and dignity amongst our 
members; to help our members 
come to respect themselves and to 
thereby gain social acceptance. We 
strongly believe that there is a cultural 
role for the transgendered person in 
modern society. 


The purpose of our club is to provide 
a safe, discreet and friendly 
atmosphere for our members. Our 
regular functions are low Key and are 
designed to develop member’s 
feminine side by means of social 
and educational activities. In 
Edmonton, we hold two socials each 
month, one on a Thursday and the 
other on a Saturday. The Thursday 
social is the one which we currently 


‘set aside as our education night. We 


have covered topics ranging from 
wig care to how to speak as a woman 
on these nights. The Saturday social 
is primarily a fun night where we can 
get together and head out on the 
town to enjoy our true selves in the 
company of like minded people. 


Socials are regularly held in all three 
cities. Members from Edmonton are 
always welcome to attend events 
hosted by the other chapters. Often 
a group from Edmonton will head 
out for a weekend of “en femme?” fun 
in the other cities. Of course, we’ve 
had some of the girls from Calgary 
and Red Deer come up to pay us a 
visit, most notably during the 
LS.C.W.R. Ball and during our own 
recent Winterfest celebration. On the 
last Saturday of the month, members 
from both Edmonton and Calgary 
converge on The Other Place Bar, in 
Red Deer. for a night of drag revelry 
and _s partying. Sometimes 
crossdressers have even 
outnumbered the regular gay 


clientele, and that’s not because it’s — 


a quiet bar! 


One of the main ways Illusions keeps 
contact with its community is through 
our bi-monthly magazine, called 
“illusions.” The magazine is included 
with the cost of membership in the 
club. It is also available in adult 
bookstores and novelty shops 
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throughout the city and at Rodeo Drive 
Collectibles. The magazine contains how- 
to articles on crossdressing, other articles 
collected from similar publications across 
North America, interviews with prominent 
members of the community, personal 
stories and adventures of members anda 
summary of recent Illusions events and 
plugs for upcoming socials. The magazine 
also includes a personals section where 
you can find photos and brief bio’s of 
many of our members and a means of 
how to contact them. This is a good way 
for those shy “girls” to get acquainted with 
a more out and about member of the club 
(in a very safe and discreet manner). It 
also gives a way of making personal 
contact for those living too far from the 
three cities to make it to our regular socials. 


AS a group, Illusions represents a diverse 
cross section of society. Not just in our 
careers, but in our age, background, and 
Our sexual orientation as_ well. 
Transgenderism crosses all cultural 
boundaries. Careers vary widely and 
include lawyers, truck drivers, accountants, 
farmers, professors and business owners 
to name just a few. Our members ages 
range from teenage to those in their late 
sixties. 


Crossdressers are persons, of any sex, 
that have the desire to present themselves 
in a gender role other than that to which 
they have been biologically or culturally 
assigned. Most realize this desire at a very 
early age. However, societal pressures 
and a lack of life experience cause many 
to keep their lifestyle identity a secret; 
most are closeted well into their adult life. 
Most crossdressers earliest memories are 
those of feeling a sense of discomfort 
about their assigned gender roles. Many 
have feelings of great relief when they are 
able to take on their true gender identities. 
This can be expressed in various ways 
and at many levels of gender assimilation. 
Some are happy just wearing small articles 
of clothing normally associated with the 
other gender. Others go to the extent of 
wearing all the clothing of the other gender, 
cosmetically altering their facial and body 
appearance and presenting themselves 
publicly in that gender role through 
appropriate mannerisms, actions, voice 
and even thought patterns. The ability to 
successfully carry out this illusion is known 
as “passing.” 


this 


The ultimate expression of 


the 
transsexual. These people feel 
strongly that they have been born 
into the wrong body, i.e. they feel 
that they are a woman trapped in a 
man’s body or vice versa. Many of 
these people want and seek out 
surgical solutions to alter their bodies 
to match their gender psyche. 


While most crossdressers identify 
themselves as heterosexual, many 
are bi or gay. Illusions has members 
from all sexual orientations. Our 
club also includes members who 
are married; some have supportive 
wives, others are still closeted from 
their families. Due to this diversity, 
there is always the opportunity to 
meet others who have faced similar 
societal pressures and life style 
situations. There is a deep sense of 
community within Illusions. 
Friendships are easily made within 
the group, perhaps in part due to our 
having shared so many life 
experiences as we grew to self- 
acceptance, perhaps due to the 
knowledge that we are part of a 
relatively small community that does 
not fit well within the norms of 
western society. Whatever the case, 
we in Illusions are very supportive of 
each other. 


We try hard to help our members get 
out of the closet and membership 
demographics reflect the entire 
“being out” spectrum. Unfortunately, 
some members are SO nervous and 
insecure that they cannot even force 
themselves to come to Illusions 
socials. That’s right, there are a few 
Illusions members that we have 
never seen! For others, Illusions 
events are their one chance to get 
out and socialize; at least they feel 
safe with others of their own kind. 
Other “girls” are way out, living 
Virtually full time in straight society, 
going to restaurants, shopping, 
cruising the clubs, attending concerts 
and living fully the transgendered 
lifestyle. Many of these girls are 
Virtually fully out with family and 
friends. No matter what level our 
members are at, all are welcomed 
and accepted into our community. 


Illusions was founded almost six 
years ago and we now have chapters 
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in Edmonton, Red Deer and 
Calgary. There are over 250 active 
members in Illusions, the majority 
currently living in Calgary. 
However, the Edmonton chapter is 
now experiencing steady growth 
as it increases contacts in both the 
alternative and straight lifestyle 
communities. Illusions in 
Edmonton also now has a 
permanent home, something we 
have not had in the past. This 
element of stability, coupled with a 
more aggressive executive, is 
increasing peoples awareness of 
the group. Weare gently, but firmly, 
pulling more transgendered people 
out of the closet! 


Illusions is one of the largest 
transgendered clubs in 
northwestern North America. ‘We 
have informal ties with other 
transgendered groups, notably Tri- 
S (The Society for the Second Self) 
and FG. (International 
Foundation for Gender Education). 
Tri-S is primarily for heterosexuals 
and appeals primarily to married 
couples. Ithas chapters throughout 
the USA and one in Calgary. The 
I.F.G.E. is largely focused on the 
transsexual but Supports other 
transgendered lifestyles. 
Information on both of theses 

nizations can be obtained 


_. through Illusions. 


The executive in Edmonton 
decided last summer that it was 
time to take a more active role in 
the community. You could say 
that we’ve decided to “come out of 
the closet” and join the rest of 
society. We have found a home at 
the G.L.C.C.E. and have been 
actively involved in renovations at 
the Centre. Our members are now 
hostesses and councilors at the 
Centre and are active in G.L.C.C.E. 
fund-raisers. Some have also 
become members of P.F.L.A.G., 
I.S.C.W.R., Northern Chaps and 
Outreach. We enjoy being involved 
in your functions and are very 
gratified at the reception and 
support we have received from the 
gay community. If you see one or 
more of us out and about town, feel 
free to walk over and say hi! 


For more information about the 
Illusions Social Club: write to 
Illusions Social Club, Box 33002, 
Glenwood P.O., Edmonton, AB., 
TSP 4V8; or phone 486-3432 
(GLCCE) on Tuesday evenings to 
talk person to person or leave a 
message on other days; or phone 
486-966 1 box 1 toleave amessage 
anytime. 


Rachel 
Roxanne Hurd-Pride 


DEAR FLABBY 


Dear Flabby, sex with my partner has become boring. 
We've been together for seventeen years now. Sexual 
arousal seems to get harder every time. This started 
about a few months ago. We don’t talk about it much, 
and | have difficulty figuring out who is at fault. We tried 
erotic videos, a younger third person, and none of our 
toys seem to help. | am writing to you because | need 
fresh new ideas for us. Please help me. 


Frustrated In Vegreville 


Dear F.1.V, first of all, perhaps it is neither of you. Have 
you tried the possibility that maybe it has something to 
do with the fact you live in Vegreville? | mean come on, 
this is the place that’s only claim to fame is a giant egg 
on a stick! If that has nothing to do with it, then try this: 
go to the store and purchase a bottle of corn syrup, 
elastic bands, a cucumber, and use your imagination. 


Dear Flabby, I’ve been dating this guy for over three 
months and lived with him for the last month. We 
haven't had sex at all. Shouldn’t something have 
happened by now? I’m too embarrassed to talk to him 
about it. What is wrong with me? 


Dazed and confused 


Dear dazed, maybe it’s not you at all. It could be that he 
is a closet heterosexual, he is screwing someone else 
and has no energy for you, or he is just plain impotent, 


Dear Flabby, My friend and lover of almost two years 
has recently started talking in her sleep. It wouldn’t be 
so bad if it wasn’t for the fact of what she talks about. 
She calls out other women’s names and moans at the 
same time. | do notknow whatto do aboutthis. Dol ask 
her who they are? Any words of wisdom? 


Desperately seeking Susan 


Dear Sue, honey, are you blind? There is more going 
on here than meets the ear, and it ain’t no bag of chips. 
You've got an empty bag here and there is only one 
thing we do with those, throw them away! But first, next 
time she moans in her sleep write the names down. 
While she is still sleeping, pack your bags and just 
before you leave for the last time scratch every name on 
the side of her car with something very sharp! 


Dear Flabby, My employerhas a real attitude! I’ve been 
working for him for a short time now, and | don’t think | 
can take it anymore. However, | need the money. It 
started from the first day | was working for him. It’s not 
always what he does but what | am told to do by other 
employees regarding what he expects. Basically they 
tell me that we have to tip toe around him and bow at his 
very presence. They may tolerate it but | for one am 
getting sick of being treated like a slave. Call me old 
fashioned but when you are scheduled to work until a 
particular time, you leave then not an hour or two later, 
just because the bossman decides the work area is not 
up to his highness’ standards. Well, excuse me for 
having a life after work! If | cleaned that place any more 
than | do, | might as well be working in a hospital. 
Should | confront the employer? 


To stay or not to stay 


Dear NOT to stay, confront him all right! But not with 
words. Take yourmop, find Mr. Royalty himself, probably 
a queen from what you described, and tell him he can 
take the end of it and shove it up his royal... (We 
apologize to our readers, but Flabby hasn’t been taking 
his prozac lately, and must return to the hospital where 
he will stay until full recovery. If he promises to behave, 
he may be out before the next issue. If you would like 
to write to him here is the address: Dear Flabby, c/o 
Times .10, box 932, Edmonton, AB T5J 2L8. 


Network 


G.M.O.C. 
Workshops 1996 


Men Meeting Men 
in the 90's 


his workshop explores different aspects 
pf relationships: becoming comfortable with 
ove: relationships: sex: discovering, en- 
oying and maintaining relationships: being 
yay and strengthening bonds with each 
other and within the community. 


Four Wednesday Evenings 
April 17 to May 8 
7PM 
St. Stephen's College 
8810-112 Street 
To Register call 988-3671 


Coming Out in the 90's 


or those who are in the earlier stages of 


foming out and wanttolearn,discoverand | 


telebrate who you are. Ask all the ques- 
ions you've ever wanted to and gain sup- 
port from your peers. 


Six Wednesday Evenings 
February 28 to April 3 
7PM 
St. Stephen's College 
8810-112 Street 
To Register call 988-3671 


Celebrating Sex 
in the 90's 


his half day workshop explores how to 
ake sex safer, smarter, fun and erotic. 
e will share ideas and experiences about 
aking, negotiating, safer activities and 
ew ideas to spice up our sex lives. 


Saturday, April 6 
1PM to 6PM 
at the AIDS Network 
Edmonton Society 
#201, 11456 Jasper Avenue 


To Register call the 
GMOC Hotline 988-3671 


GM@C 


Gay Mens’ Outreach Crew 


MAN IOMAN 


Northern 
Chaps: The 
Year in 
Review 


1995 was an active year for your outgoing 
executive. This report will itemize the 
events that we as a club and the 
executive on behalf of the club attended 
or had some input into. 


In February Black Ice 1995 was held at 
the upstairs of the Roost and attracted 
a modest but enthusiastic crowd. As it 
was our first event the new executive 
did nothing more than socialize and get 
to know the members we would be 
serving for the next year 

In March of 1995 the executive traveled to 
our sister city to the south for one of 
their pub nights to show our solidarity 
for the cause. Turnout was 
disappointing but we were treated with 
respect and genuine friendliness 

In April we held our first General meeting 
to poll the membership about a June 
event. It being the first event in some 
years that would not revolve around a 
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contest it was felt by the executive that some 
feedback from the members was in order. 
The meeting was held at GLCCE on Jasper 
Avenue and was fairly well attended. 

In May the Creatures From the Black Lagoon 
Fund-raiser and kickoff to the Black Solstice 
event was held at Boots and Saddles. 

In May Karen Kurylo attended the mini 
Gathering of the Clans in Saskatoon. She 
from all accounts held her own against stiff 
odds and did us proud. Thanks Karen. 

In June our second General meeting was held 
at GLCCE to finalize the arrangements for 
the Black Solstice Event. 

In June the Black Solstice was held at Catalyst 
Theater. Turnout and volunteering was 
tremendous and succeed in making it a very 
profitable and fun evening for all. We 
attracted about 200 people and held onto the 
crowd until well after 1AM. Our thanks to all 
the volunteers that made this event a 
Success. 

In August the Executive and several members 
attended the Ball at the Convention Center in 
Edmonton. A fun time was had by all. We 
did not supply the color guard this year due to 
several unfortunate circumstances. 

In September the Executive attended the 
Regina Ball at the West Harvest Inn. After 
the festivities a brief meeting was held to 
agree on a meeting for the creation of the 
Clans Council in October in Regina. 

In October our third General meeting was held 
at the Aids Network on Jasper Avenue to 
discuss issues that would be raised at the 


OLAY EDMONTON, YOU ASKED FORT 
Opening Friday, March 15 


Edmonton's Newest Gay Dance Club 


" The Cul-De-Sac" 


-(\ Sym® 8 Bow Free Paralyzers all night 
Xvi A gw +#4 6% ~=No Cover charge Ever! 


Free Coat Check 


Dartboards, 5 Pool Tables, Video Games 
Opening Night Starring 
2 New York D.J.'s 
with a special appearance by 


Dead Can Dance 


Dance ‘til you drop 
341141 8320-107 y~~SVe-taler— 


VEFA 3008 LO OFKKV 


Doors Open 


11 PM-4AM 


Clans Council meeting. 

In October the Clans Council met in 
Regina. Scott Bryen and Karen Kurylo 
attended this meeting for Northern 
Chaps. Many things were decided 
through very tough negotiations but 
the end result is that the next 
gathering will be held in Saskatoon on 
the June 14-16 weekend. George 
Cameron from Vancouver was elected 
as president. Vice president is Mark 
Morgan from Calgary. 
Communications officer is Jim 
Alexander from Edmonton and finally 
Kerry Barrett from Regina makes up 
the final roster. Each club will have 
one representative on the council. 

In November The Other Place in Red 
Deer hosted a fantasy evening 
attended by the executive. | don’t think 
the old town will ever be the same. 

In December a Bar Crawl to extort 
Moines for the Ross Armstrong Fund 
was held. Marsha Black took charge 
of this event and managed to raise 
over $500. Well done. 

And finally our regular pub nights at 

Boots and Saddles remained popular. 

Our thanks to everyone for making this 

year an interesting and enjoyable one 


Regards 


Karen K., Marsha B., and Scott B. 
Executive 1995 
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Lece News and Views 


MARCH 1996 


Column by Jeffrey J Suhr, Co- 
Chair and Treasurer 


As we enter 1996, it frustrates 
me to no end that GLCCE has 
no funds. This not only limits 
the energy the Board can devote 
to issues of importance to our 
members, but certainly 
heightens the priority of being 
able to pay our monthly 
expenses and complete our 
centre renovations. Of course, 
to say that the Centre “is in it for 
the money!” or that we have 
champagne taste on a beer 
budget is not true - the Centre 
has never had a lot of money in 
the bank. 


Whatare the priorities at current 
funding levels and what are the 
Board’s plans to secure 
additional funding? 


is the following 
priorities: 


1) Keep our doors open 
(Monthly operating costs are 
$720, of which our Centre 
Renters’ program contributes 
approximately $70 - roughly the 
amount of our phone bill). 


2) Completing the Library. Our 
members tell us this is of utmost 
importance. Valuable 
information is currently stored 
in boxes and the Board 
desperately wants them in 
circulation again. 


3) Completing the renovations 
and finish of the Centre. 
Although the Centre is 
functional, our image is 
important in attracting and 
keeping new members. Also, 
the additional office spaces can 
be made available to other 
community groups thereby 
spreading out our rental costs. 
Interested groups? 


4) Enhancing/increasing our 
public image and attracting new 
members. 


A new Board of Directors will 
be elected soon and hopefully 
develop additional fundraising 
ideas. Our plans for the GLCCE- 
Goundhog Day Dance 


Marathon are currently on hold - 
pending the securing of a new venue. 
So dancers, continue to sign up sponsors 
and we have lots of additional pledge 
sheets for people wishing to dance! We 
hope to raise approximately $2,000 on 
this event. 


Speaking of Annual General Meetings, 
the Centre AGM and Election will be 

WED March 06 at 7:30PM. Interested 
Members wishing to run for a 1996 
Board Position are invited to call 488- 
3234 and leave a message for David. 
Due to resignations and attrition in 1995, 
we are looking for at least a Board of 8 
with as many as 16. The meeting will be 
held at the Community Centre BSMT 
10112 124 ST. Memberships and 
renewals can also be arranged prior to 
this meeting. 


MEMBERS NOTE: 


On the agenda, will be two 
important items to be voted on: 


1) Changing the objectives of the Society 


FROM the current: 


Article 2 a. to provide counselling 
services for gay men, lesbian women, 
and bisexual women and men and their 
parents, families, and friends; and 


b. to provide information and education 
for and about gay men, lesbian women 
and bisexual women and men 


TO: 


2 a. to provide counselling services for 
gay men, lesbian women, transgendered 
individuals, and bisexual women and 
men and their parents, families, and 
friends; and 


b. to provide information and education 
for and about gay men, lesbian women, 
transgendered individuals, and 
bisexual women and men. 


2) Deciding whether the Society shall 
continue to operate a Community 
Centre. The important factors in 
determining the continuation in the 
operation of a Community Centre are, 
of course, COST VERSUS USAGE. 


The current costs of operating the Centre 
are approximately $9,000 - which 
must be raised through various means 
throughout the entire lesbigay 
community. Usage since the move has 


been severely down, although phone 
calls are up substantially. Fundraising 
efforts by the Centre seem to produce 
less and less. The costs of maintaining 
a telephone based counselling/ 
information line would be 
approximately $1,500. 


As far as our library, there should be 
little trouble getting the Edmonton 
Public Library System to receive our 
materials, them wider 
accessibility (and control) than they 
currently have. 


giving 


Currently, the present Board of 
Directors favours Agenda item | and is 
split on item 2. 


If accepted, the proposed resolutions 
would be binding on the Board for at 
least one year. It is therefore imperative 
that members having a strong position 
on either of these agenda items be at the 
meeting on Mar 06. 


Become a Member of the 


Centre. “<- : 

To become a member, 
contact Sean A. (488-3234), or 
drop in and talk with us. 


Become a “Centre Renter”. 


Make a monthly donation to help 
us pay our month-to-month 
expenses. Contact Jeffrey S. 
(488-3234) for more information. 


Help plan this year’s Pride Week 

Celebrations in June. 
The 1996 committee has 
not yet formed, so leaders 
are urgently required to get 
things underway now. 
Contact Jeff S. (488-3234) 
for more information. 


Nominate someone for the 1996 
Phair (Male) and Irwin (Female) 
Awards in Community Service. 


Have your group sponsor an event 
during Pride Week (June 15 - 22). 


Greater Edmonton Pride Pages 
"96 and Business Fair 


Help with design, layout, and 
advertising sales of the upcoming 
directory. 


Re-establish the business fair 
which is run during both Pride 
Week and Coronation Ball 


Weekend.CONTACT: 
Rick Dagg (488-3234) 


Alberta Summit ‘96 


There was no Alberta 
Summit of Gay/Lesbian/ 
Bisexual organizations in 
1996.This event has 
previously been hosted by 
GALACA in Red Deer. If 
Edmonton can show enough 
interest and pullin volunteers 
interested in this 2 day 
weekend event (Tentatively 
planned for April 19 -21), we 
can host 200 people to 
workshops, seminars, and 
social events from groups 
province wide. 


Pink Triangle Youth 
Group of Edmonton 
(PTYE) . 


by: Allie Decorte Co-Chair 


I can hardly believe that the 
year has almost come toaclose 
for the Board of the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton. I would like to 
share my year with you, the 
ups and the downs, the stress 
and the joys of having served 
the Centre and the community 
as a whole. 


When I went to the Annual 
General Meeting last year 
with my friend Jaret, I was 
going to offer my help as a 
volunteer; but like a 
whirlwind, I was caught up in 
the enthusiasm of the other 
volunteers and allowed myself 
to be nominated for a Board 
position. Along with five other 
brave souls, we vowed to keep 
the Centre open for those who 
need us. 


We started the year full of 
hope and energy. Jeffrey Suhr 
was once again elected into 


(Cont'd on page 21) 
Community Center 
of Edmonton 
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Well, it’s kind of a mixed 
bag this month; dance, 
country, and grunge-pop. 
Unfortunately, nothing 
really new and note worthy 
to report. See you next 
issue. 


Monica - 
Miss Thang (BMG) 


This skips along very nicely. 
Young Miss Monica’s soulful 
vocals combined with 
hotshot songwriter/ producer 
Dallas Austin equals a solid 
slowfunk/R+B release. 


Many will recognize the hit 
single; “Don’t Take It 
Personaly” (Just one of them 
days). Songs such as “skate” 
and “Angel” follow the same 
vein with a fresh hiphop 
dance sound. 


However, the majority of 
these songs are slow and 
romantic. Monica pays 
tribute to Jimmy Jam + Terry 
Lewis, Janet Jacksons 


| Sound Bites by Gib Adams 


producers, by covering their tune, 
“Tell Me If You Still Care”.. 
Originally done by the S.O.S. Bond, 
Monica’s cover is equal to the first. 
Not much different in styling is the 
dreamy, “Now I’m Gone “. 


This is a relatively solid first release, 
a little too laid back perhaps. 
Definitely not in league with Janet 
Jackson, orT.L.C., but with maturity 
and the right material, Monica could 
become a contender. Great 
afternoon or late evening music to 
chill out to. Rating - #800 


N-TRANCE - 
ELECTRONIC PLEASURE (W.B.) 


While the groups’ name may not 

be familiar, no doubt you’ve all 
heard N-Trances reworking of 
“Stayin’ Alive”, the Bee Gees’ 
classic. 


As you can guess, the rest of the 
disc is also dance music. Clean 
airy keyboards, diva vocals, a little 
rap here and there. It’s mostly fun 
and needs to be played loud. There 
are a few clunkers here such as, 


“Do You Wanna Rock?”. Right, 


great dance theme. Nothing here 
will set the world on fire, but it’s a cut 
above the regular dance music 
available. Rating - #8800 


Small Bites 


CULTURE BEAT - 
INSIDE OUT (Sony) 


Want it in a nutshell? High energy 
dance music, with soaring diva 
vocals, repetitive lyrics, and the 
occasional rap. It all sounds fine, 
but pretty generic. Mindless late 
night dance music. Rating - 
eeeoo 


WYNNONA - 
REVELATIONS (MCA) 


Country music has definitely 
peaked. It’s crossover potential 
has reached its zenith. Inthe fallout, 
many artists will disappear. With 
motherhood, and perhaps the idea 
that she may need to mellow the 
crossover, could this be a 
revelation? The opening track, “To 
Be Loved By You”, sounds like it 
could be a Reba McEntire tune, soft 


country pop. The cover 
tune, “Free Bind”, is 
annoying, and “Dance 
Shout” is a desperate 
attempt at putting energy 
into the disk. No where 
near the quality and range 
exhibited on her previous 


two disks. Rating - 
ee000 

AIMEE MANN - 

’M WITH’ STUPID 
(Geffen) 


Mann emerged from the 
pop - rock group till 
Tuesday propelled by the 
video hit, “Voices Carry”. 
Although Mann is a critics 
darling, record sales seem 
to elude her. Personally, | 
just hate this. Perfect for 
college radio, Mann sounds 
like a grade B Allanis 
Morisette. Musically, the 
disc is a cross between 
grunge and stolen Beatles 
rifts and sounds. Nice try, 


maybe next time. Rating -— 
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GAY TRAVEL 


Gay and Lesbian: 


* Tours and Packages 


* Cruises 
* Accommodation 


We are a full service 


agency with special knowledge 


in Gay travel 


Phone 429-2233 and ask 


to speak with : 


Glen, Corinne or Lisa 


Or come and see us at the 
EATON CENTRE BRANCH of 
HAROLD SMITH TRAVEL 

2nd floor of Eaton Centre 

in the pedway to Manulife 


Fax: 424-2649 
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GLCCE View 
(Cont'd from page 19) 


the Treasurer position, Sean 
was our Secretary, Sylvia into 
Education Director, Gerry into 
Social Services Director, and 
the other Co-chair was Jaret 
Meade. We all had special 
personal touches to bring to 
the Centre and put them to the 
test. I decided that I would 
raise $10,000 for the Centre 
and I am happy to report we 
came close to doing that. 


I realize some people don’t see 
the direct results of the 
fundraising, but I would like 
to show you the bigger picture. 
Our rent for the year is $7,200, 
which we did raise. We also 
received thousands of dollars 
worth of materials to remodel 
the new Centre: flooring, paint, 
brushes, primer, drywall, 
nails, and carpets. This doesn’t 
include all the person-hours of 
volunteer labour spent in 
cleaning, painting, and wall 
building. 


The Centre did have a few 
problems through the year, but 
there was nothing we couldn’t 
overcome. The first problem 
was our big move to the new 
spot. There were those who 
strongly objected to the idea, 

vork is almost 


done, I think most of you would 
» agree that the move is for the 


best. 


IT had a personal setback in 
June, when I hada minor heart 
attack and felt that I couldn’t 
fulfil my duties as Co-Chair 
but thanks to the support of 
the rest of the Board, I got 
stronger and continued in my 
role. We then lost a valued 
member when Jaret resigned 
as Co-Chair, but once again 
the Board rallied and Jeffrey 
was elected to be Acting Co- 
Chair, and what a great job he 
has done. We did have some 
internal problems, but like all 
good Board members whose 
main concern is the welfare of 
the Centre as a whole, we 
handled them with the 
smallest of upsets. It takes a 
lot of people working very hard 
to make something as big as 
our Centre work smoothly, and 
I think we had a good group of 
men, women, and 
transgenders working 
together for that one goal: 
KEEP THE CENTRE OPEN 
AT ALL COSTS! 


The community is full of silent 
invisible angels who lent more 
than their hands when we 
needed help, you know the type 
I mean. The ones you don’t see 
but wonder how the show got 
put together or how that snack 
tray got there. I want to take 
this opportunity to mention 
those people and to express 


my deepest gratitude. You may 
remember when our term first began 
last year, we held many enjoyable 
cabarets at Boystown Cafe, well, what 
you may not have known was the 
back and brains behind those fun- 
filled nights was none other than 
Michael Craig (Mickey). If you have 
been enjoying the new fundraisers at 
Buddy’s Bar then you have to thank 
Sticky Vicky and Scott for the work 
done those nights! Thanks guys. I 
want to thank Wyeth and Alice for 
donating their Karaoke machine 
when we needed it at Boystown. What 
would those shows be without the 
entertainers? I would like to tell all 
those who graced our stages how much 
I enjoyed their musical talent and to 
name as many as possible: Thanks to 
Christine, Yvette, Candace, Neon, 
Jeannette, Cherry, Rose, Vicky, 
WeenaLove, Natasha, Leah Way, 
Charity, and for those I haven’t 
mentioned my biggest thanks of all. 


I would also like to mention those 
who helped us by giving us a venue 
for our shows. I want to thank Conrad, 
Twiggy, and staff of BOOTS ‘N 
SADDLE for their support and many 
donations, and for allowing us the use 
of their stage whenever we needed it. 
The bar is looking great! 


A special thanks to the Imperial 
Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose 
Empress/Emperor 20 Toots and Mr 
Vera, Mr Gay VIII David, Miss Gay 
VIII Vicky, and Ms Gay II Rose for 
designating GLCCE as one of their 
beneficiaries of their ongoing 
fundraising. 


Another bar which cannot go 
unnoticed is THE ROOST, of course. 
Pat Ryley has given so much to the 
growth and survival of the Centre. He 
has not only donated money to us, but 
has always been there as a friend to 
me, someone i could lean on when 
things were getting rough and I 
wanted to quit. The best advice he 
ever gave me was one night while 
sitting, burnt out, in the deli he turned 
tome and said, “Don’t play their games 
Allie, you know what you want to do 
and what you can give. Just do it!” 
And I did. Thank you foryour strength 
Pat. 


So, we made it through another year. 
I wish the new Board all the luck and 
prayers. And a little advice - when 
things look really bleak and you want 
to quit, when you feel that there is no 
end in sight and the bills are piling up 
to the roof, just remember one thing - 
this is a COMMUNITY Centre, lean 
on your friends, call out to the 
community for help, they are there 
and we are here to help each other. 
Call on Roxy at Illusions, you will be 
amazed at the amount of strength 
you will get from this person (Thanks 
Roxy, from my heart), call on PFLAG, 
call on Northern Chaps, call on the 
Court, and all other Community 
Groups, they want to help, because by 
helping us they are helping 
themselves. Best of luck to you all. 
and thank you for the opportunity to 
serve my community, I will never 
forget it. 


Food For Your 
Mind...other 
than gossip 


“The Second Decade of AIDS” 
Sullivan, Patricia 

Reviewer Patricia Sullivan describes 
“The Second Decade of AIDS” as 
an “ambitious book,” that deals with 
the psychological, social, relational, 
family, and cultural issues a clinician 
working within the HIV epidemic 
encounters. The book stresses the 
importance of understanding 
patients’ experiences in order to 
provide effective treatment. Sullivan 
calls the book “a primer for clinicians 
new to the epidemic as well as 
a manual for the provider seasoned 
in HlV-related care,” and says it 
would be relevant for health care 
providers, medical social workers, 
and educators 


Understanding HIV-Negative Gay 
Men 

Schochet, Rachel 

In a review of two books that 
examine the issues uninfected gay 
men face—"HIV-Negative: How the 
Uninfected are Affected by AIDS” 
and “Inthe Shadow ofthe Epidemic: 
Being HIV-Negative in the Age of 
AIDS”—reviewer Rachel Schochet 
says the books “break the silence 
on seronegatives,” finally giving 
some attention to this “vulnerable 
population.” “HIV-Negative: How 
Uninfected Men are Affected by 
AIDS’ is written by William Johnston, 
former member and leader of the 
Boston HIV-Negative Support 
Group. He inter-weaves the stories 
of 45 men he interviewed, 


addressing their concerns 
about HIV and their 
reactions to being HIV- 
negative. “In the Shadow of 
the Epidemic: Being HIV- 
Negative in the Age of AIDS,” 
by clinical psychologist Walt 
Odets, addresses the issues 
from a clinical perspective 
and examines the 
psychology of being HIV- 
negative. The book includes 
descriptions and 
interpretations of 
psychological symptoms in 
seronegative gay and 
bisexual men, including 
depression, mania, anxiety, 
hypochondriasis, and sexual 
dysfunction. 


Coming to Terms with HIV 
Benson, J.D. 

Book reviewer J.D. Benson 
says “People with HIV and 
Those Who Help Them,” by 
Dennis Shelby presents an 
“intriguing schema of HIV- 
related psychological 
responses, adjustments, 
and ___ resolutions.” But, he 
says, it is not a satisfying 
book to read because it 
“reads too much like a 
choppy doctoral 
dissertation.” The book 
traces the psychological 
stages of development that 
gay men pass through after 
diagnosis. The reviewer 
says the author's perceived 
audience is too broad, 
encompassing HIV patients, 
their friends and family, and 
care-givers. He suggests 
thatthe book would be helpful 
to a mental health provider 
new to HIV. 


SOUL SOLUTIONS 
487-4587 
HEAL YOURSELF WITH HYPNOTHERAPY 
Present and Past Issues 
Regression Therapy: Past Lives, Birth , Inner Child and 


beyond, Relaxation/Motivation; Body/Mind Connection; 
Pain Control; Reiki;Change patterns in your life and more... 


Mary E. Stevenson, Certified Clinical Hypnotherapist 


OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Excellent selection of Lesbian & Gay titles 
Mail orders welcome 
orlando@compusmart.ab.ca 


432-7655 


[O64 WHYTE Avenut 
EDMONTON AB TGE 2A7 
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YOUNG GAY MEN NOT HEEDING AIDS 


MESSAGE, 


RATES OF INFECTION REMAIN HIGH 


AIDS Information Centre. San 
Francisco 


The failure of gay men younger than 30 
to protect themselves against HIV particularly 
during anal intercourse has led to a 17.4 
percent rate of HIV infection, which is 
substantially lower than rates first seen in 
young gay men in the early 1980s but 
unacceptably high, according to findings of a 
study supported by the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID). In 
1992, investigators for the study, the San 
Francisco Young Men’s Health Study, 
screened for HIV infection among 425 gay 
and bisexual men aged 18 to 29 randomly 
selected using sampling methods from 21 
census tracts of the city. 


Overall, 74 men or 17.4 percent had HIV. By 
age group, the infection rates climbed from 
4.5 percent among men aged 18 to 23 to 
10.7 percent among the 23 to 26 year-olds 
and to 28.4 percent among those aged 27 to 
29, reports Dennis Osmond, Ph.D., 
investigator in SFMHS at the University of 
California at Berkeley and San Francisco. 
Dr. Osmond discussed the data during an 
oral presentation June 8, at the IX 
International Conference on AIDS in Berlin.* 

“Most of the men aged 26 or younger 
have been sexually active since 1985 or 
later after awareness of AIDS had become 
widespread in the homosexual community 
of San Francisco,” explains Dr. Osmond. 
“Although these young gay men have grown 
up during a decade of increased public 
awareness of how the AIDS virus is 
transmitted, they have not fully adopted 
behaviors that would lower their risk for 
infection.” 

For example, Dr. Osmond reports that 
the number of sexual partners the SFYMHS 
participants had during the previous 12 
months related to their risk of infection: a2.4 
percent rate among those without partners, 
12.1 to 17.3 percent among those with one 
to nine partners and 30.8 percent of those 
with 10 or more partners. 

Specifically, the association between HIV 
infection and the number of partners during 
the past year was even stronger among men 
who acted as the receptive partner during 
anal intercourse (RAIs), a behavior that puts 
one at very high risk for becoming infected 
with HIV, explains Warren Winkelstein, Jr., 
M.D., M.P.H., principal investigator of 
SFYMHS, and professor of epidemiology at 
the University of California at Berkeley. 
While the 151 men who were not RAIs had 
an HIV infection rate of 8.6 percent, RAIs 
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who had one partner had a rate of 16.7, those with 
two to four partners, 14 percent, five to nine 
partners, 34.5 percent and those with 10 or more 
partners, 55.9 percent. 

“These alarmingly rates of high risk activities 
show that these men, unlike older gay men, have 
failed to take preventive messages to heart,” says 
Lewis K. Schrager, M.D., SFYMHS project officer 
and chief of the epidemiology section of the Vaccine 
and Trials and Epidemiology Branch in NIAID’s 
Division of AIDS. 


By analyzing the study data, the SFYMHS 
investigators estimate that an annual rate of new 
HIV infections at 2.9 percent overall among gay 
men aged 18 to 29 in the city. While men, aged 27 
to 29 had the highest estimated annual rates of 
new infections, 3.6 percent, the researchers 
calculated lower rates for younger men: a 1.5 
percent rate among those aged 18 to 23 anda 1.9 
percent rate for those aged 24 to 26. Other studies 
have estimated infection rates of 0.8 to 0.9 percent 
among gay men older than 30 in the San Francisco 
area, Dr. Osmond reports. 

These findings suggest, Dr. Winkelstein 
explains, that as the young men begin sexual 
activity, they do not strongly identify with the 


epidemic nor do they personalize the sense of risk 


of their activities. 

“Because of their youth and the long period of 
disease-free state before full-blown AIDS occurs, 
these younger people have not yet gone through 
the loss to AIDS of friends and loved ones that 
older gay men have experienced,” says Dr. 
Winkelstein. 


The incidence of HIV infection in a sample of gay 
men 25-54 on entry has been monitored since 
1984 in San Francisco. Annual incidence rates 
have declined over the 9 years from 11% to less 
than 1% while prevalence has increased from 
48% to 53%. To obtain prevalence and incidence 
of HIV infection and estimates of risk behavior in 
gay men 18-29 years of age, a survey was 
conducted in 1992 in a random sample of gay men 
drawn from high AIDS incidence areas of San 
Francisco. The prevalence of HIV infection ranged 
from 11% in 18-23 year-olds to 30% in 27-29 year- 
olds. Unprotected receptive anal intercourse with 
2 or more partners during the previous 12 months 
was reported by 44% of the sample, 26% of whom 
were seropositive. High risk behavior, as indicated 
by greater than 10 sexual partners annually, varied 
in age groups: 19% in those aged 18-23, 40% in 
those aged 24-26, and 30% in those aged 27-29. 
Modelled annual incidence rate for HIV infection 
was 1.7% in San Francisco gay men aged 18-29 
years. 


Condom Use and Sexual Identity Among Men 
Who Have Sex With Men 


Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion From its readers. Please keep letters as short as possible. We reserve the right ro edit all lerrers as necessary. LeTTERS MUST 
be siqned and include the home addness and telephone number of the writer. The writers name can be witheld if so requested. Publication of the Name oR photograph 
of any PERSON OR ORGANIZATION in ARTicles oR Advertising in Times .10 is Not To be construed as any indication of the sexual orientation of such PERSON OR OGANiZATION. 
All material in this publication is copyrighted and must not be reproduced without permission from Times .10. The only exception to the copyright is the material 
From National AIDS Clearing house which may be duplicated wrik appropriate credit Given. 


Safer sex practices intended to reduce 
the risk for human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV) infection have been vigorously 
promoted among men who are homosexual 
or bisexual (i.e., men who have sex with 
men). Such efforts have emphasized 
personal responsibility and protection of 
partners, and many of these men appear to 
have adopted risk-reducing behaviors. 
However, it is unknown whether these safer 
sex practices and norms have been adopted 
by men who have sex with men but conceal 
their sexual orientations or do not self-identify 
as homosexual or bisexual. To characterize 
the relation between the adoption of safer 
sex practices among men who have sex 
with men and sexual self-identity, as well as 
HIV information-seeking, exposure to the 
homosexual or bisexual community culture, 
and comfort in disclosing sexual identity, the 
Dallas County (Texas) Health Department 
(DCHD) conducted a survey among men 
who have sex with men. This report 
summarizes survey findings for men who 
reported having had sex with men and who 


visited DCHD clinics for anonymous HIV | ~~ 


counseling and testing from January through 
June 1991. 

During the survey period, a self- 
administered questionnaire was provided 
to all men who were waiting to see a 
counselor. Only those men who reported 
ever having had anal sex with a man [42%] 
of 540) were included in this analysis. 
Reported condom use was assesséd by 
one question regarding frequency of condom 
use while engaging in anal sex. The 
questionnaire also addressed respondents’ 
self-perceived sexual identity (i.e., “straight” 
[i.e., heterosexual], homosexual, or 
bisexual), frequency of seeking information 


on HlIV/acquired immunodeficiency - 


syndrome (AIDS), exposure to print media 
addressing homosexual issues (i.e., reading 
specific magazines), and comfort in 
disclosing having had sex with a man to 
family members. ] 


REPORTED BY: 


AC Seibt, MEd, AL McAlister, Ph.D., Univ. of 
Texas Health Science Center at Houston, 
Center for Health Promotion Research and 
Development. AC Freeman, MSPH, MA 
Krepcho, PhD, AR Hedrick, R Wilson, MFA, 
Dallas County Health Dept, Dallas. 
Behavioral and Prevention Research Br, 
Div of Sexually Transmitted Diseases and 
HIV Prevention, National Center for 
Prevention Svcs, CDC. 
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For Alternative Dance.... Crossdressing Encouraged 


